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CHAP. LIV. 

Some Refolutions that were formed at Fatte- 
Grove. 

'^HEN Mr., and Mrs. Vane left 
Bath, they wei*e accompanied to the 
Grove by Sir Robert and Lady Clifton, 
who fpent three months with them in 
their deh'ghtful retreat. Sir Robert was 
fo pleafed with the country, that he pur- 
chafed fome land, and inftantly fet about' 
building a houfe near Mr. Vane's. Lady 
Vol. III. B Clifton 
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Clifton was delighted with the propbfat; 
for flie found herfelf fo much attached to 
Olivia, that the. idea of a feparation from 
her now was confidered as inflipportable^ 
Mr. and 'Mrs. Vane were equally rejoiced 
at the profpedt of having them, a part of 
every year, in their neighbourhood ; and 
before they left the Grove, the workmen 
had made fo rapid a progrefs in their 
building, as gave them hopes that it 
would be fit for their reception, the fol- 
lowing Spring, when they purpofed re- 
turning to take poffeflion of their houfe, 
.and paffing the pleafanteft Summer- 
months with their friends. Before Lady 
Clifton left the Grove Mifs'Goldwyn ar- 
rived there : Mr. and Mrs. Vane had re- 
peatedly foli cited Mr. Goldwyn to fpare 
them one of his daughters. Emily was the 
fiivourite of Olivia, and therefore Mr. 
Goldwyn thought her company would be 
Uioft acceptable. She was a lively and 
-^ri?cable girl^ extremely fond of Olivia; 
:And^ 4t the time of her arrival at the 

Grov^, 
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tjfrove, about fcvejitecn years of age. Her 
peiibh was genteel, her face of that inte^* 
refting kind, that it was impoffible to look 
at her without being pleafed ; and there* 
fore, though fhe was not a regular beaucy, 
(he was already much adnaired. Her 
young heart was deliglited with the 
thought of becoming an inhabitant of 
Vane-Grove, and her cheerfulnefs added 
to the pleafure of the happy party. 

Lady Clifton was once more obliged to 
be feparated from Mrs. Vane ; — ^they had 
(laid much beyond the time they had at 
firft propofed ; but bufinefs of the utmoft 
importance now required Sir Robert's 
prefence in town. The two ladies agreed 
to keep up a j'cgular corrcfpondence, and 
to inform each other of eveiy circum- 
fiance that fhould occur during the pain*- 
ful hours of abfcnce. The gentlemen 
were equally attached to each other in 
the bands of friendfliip, and therefore 
they looked forwards, with fatisfaftion, to 
the period in wliich they Ihould become 
B a fuch 
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futh^ near neighbours* — As the correfpon- 
dence which took place between the dif- 
ferent friends will convey a more intereft- 
ing continuation of the hiftory than a 
narrative of the events that followed, we 
think it would not be doing juftice to the 
parties not to infert the letters, which 
contained the genuine fentiments of the 
hearts from which they were climated. 
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LETTER XV. 

, . Mrs. Vane xaLADY Cmfton. 

'Vr O, my Eliza, I pretend not to diC 
own that I can think of Lord Da- 
venport's forrows without feeling compaC- 
fion, or reflect onr my bving tl>c unhappy 
caiife without regret. But why did you 
require me to fpeak my fentiments on 
this ungrateful fubjeft ? a fubjcft I wifli 
ever to avoid. T lament his ill-fated con- 
ftancy, whilfl: L cannot help blaming him 
for continuing to think fo much of one 
who has long been, like himfelf, the 
right of another; 'tis not only weak but 
blameable : though I no longer cherifli 
the leaft partiality for Lord Davenport, yet 
I think him entitled to the fame pity I 
(hould feel for any one tliat I knew was 
B 3 unhappy 
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unhappy — more, thank Heaven, is noC 
mine to give. Long, very long, has the 
weak heart that once fpoke, though 
filently, yet too powerfully, in. his favour,, 
refted fecure in the bofom of its lawful 
owner — but no more of Davenport —let 
us talk only of Mr. Vane, the dear, the 
deferving objedt, that juftly claims my 
tendereft affedlion. 

I have informed Mr. Vane of the acci- 
dental meeting at Bath; but no longer 
does he labour under the burthen of fuf- 
picion. I believe, was he to fee me with 
Lord DaVeftpOit, his mind would be at 
peace : fuch, I flatter myfelf, is the confi- 
dence that time hath taught him to pluce 
in your happy friend. We frequently re- 
cur to the fcenes of our youthful pleia- 
fures. More than once has he told nie 
that Davenport held the firft place in his 
efteem, till I robbed him of his heart :. 
but that the moment he difcoyered him 
to be his rival, terminated his friendfliip. 

ShaU 
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Shall I then prefume to condemn a con*- 
dudl which, if it has been wrong in fome 
inftances, originated from a paflion qf 
^ which' I was myfelf the caufe ? I am 
afraid, the unbounded, die flattering in- 
dulgence I now meet with, will, unlefs I 
keep the moft watchful guard over my 
a6lions, rob me of that humility wliich is 
particularly mf duty to preferve ! 

My fweet, Uvely Emily Goldwyn has 
obtained our dear fether's confent to con- 
tinue at the Grove fo long as Mr. Vane 
and myfelf fliall dcfire her company : 
therefore, I prefume, you will conclude it 
is not likely we Ihail very foon be parted. 
I exult in the delightful oi>portunity that 
is given me, o( repaying to this dealc fiHer 
of my heart a fmall portion of diat 
mighty debt which I owe to her excellent 
and refpeftable parents, who fo tenderly 
^vatched and guarded me in my youdifiil 
days, and kept me a ftranger to every 
care : but more tlian for every other blcf- 
B 4 fing. 
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ling, I oiight to thank them for the vir- 
mous ' principles; which -they fi> careful! J^ 
impFantcd ih my foul. Every good J poH- 
fefi I owe to their benevolence} every for- 
row I havciexperienced, to my own devi- 
ation from their precepts. 

I begin- to fear thdt my Emily, lively 
as fhe appears, is not happy. I ddnbt 
Ihe has already been tauglit a leflbn that 
I learned too foon. Unfortunate girl ! 
'fhe has confefied that flie already is de- 
prived of that' indifference which, for 
ibme years, I hoped flic would have j[)of- 
fefTed. Her father fufpefted her attach- 
' ment, and it made him the more ready 
to intruft her • to - my care^ A young offi- 
cer, who has for many months been quar- 
tered in their neighbourhood, h the ob- 
jeft of her regard;— ^-flie has promifed, 
however, to receive no letters, nor to let 
the moft flattering perfuafions prevail 
upon her to take any flcp without th« 
knowledge of her friends. — ^Would that 

I cpuld. 



I could as eafily perdiade her td break 
pff a €onneiStion that, w^rs- fo unpco^ 
inifing an afi>ecl! — Poor Emily^t I* fear 
flie has raflily ventured to intriift her inV 
experienced heait in the keepings of one 
who will never know ks ineflimable va- 
lue ; however, I will not cheriQi any pre- 
juc&e againft this young hero, till I- 
have an opportunity of judging for my- 
felf, after having feen and converfed with • 
him; for Ihe fays, flie is fure he will not., 
be long abfcnt from Vane-Grove. 

Next week there is to be an afiembly 

at D : we have promifed Emily to 

accompany her ; perhaps the lover may 
be there likewifc — I am impatient to fee 
him. Should he be good and amiable, 
Mr. Vane has affured me, that want of 
fortune on either fide flaall not be an ob- 
ftacle to their union.. If ' his charafter - 
will not (land the teft, I will do all I can 
to convince Emily how great a rifk flie 
w'xxald run, by venturing to intruft her 
B 5, l^^ppi--. 
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happinefs with a foldier, and a ftranger. — 
No more of this dear girl ; as yet I am 
too much interefted in her happinefs to 
be able at this moment to write on any- 
other fubjeft, therefore I will bid you 
adieu* 

Olivia Vane*. 
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LETTER XVI. 

Miss Goldwyn to Miss Creswell. 

X^ES, my dear Bertlia, I have followed 
your prudent advice, and ventured 
to entruft Mrs. Vane, that dearel and 
kmdeft of friend's, with the imprudence I 
have been guilty of, in daring to form an 
attachment which the beil of parents, 1 
fear, will ever continue to difapprove. 1 
wifli I could recal the moments th^at arc 
fled : I lament the weaknefs wliich fllU 
predominates over the admonitions of 
reafon, Mr. Middleton may be unwor- 
thy my affedtion, and, likje too many of 
his fex, conceal beneath the mod intereft-* 
ing appearance, not only all the vices, 
but the inconllancy for which the gentle- 
men of the army . are almoll become .a 
B 6 proverb; 
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proverb ; — yet I never fu/pefl: him witli- _ 
out. meeting a thoufand fecret reproofs 
from my own. heart for its injuftice. L 
forbade his writing to -me when I left 
**'^'=^. He. has obeyed my commands — 
andj> forgive my^ inexcufable, my unpar- 
donable folly, I am difpleafed that he hasf 
done fo ! Perhaps he has left *"^^-^* : if fo, 
I fliail fee him no more ! Methinks.' J 
could better fupport a final feparation 
than I could the being convinced of his 
unworthinefs or inconftancy ; a certainty 
of which would be followed by fuch a 
torrent of fclf-reproaches as- I fliould be 
unable to combat with any degree of for- 
titude. — My father has written me feveral 
moft afFeftionate letters; but the name of 
Mid(^ieton has nor been mentioned. The 
tendernefs of my father's nature will not 
•permit him to wound me with a fingle re- 
prehenfion ; but the filence he has fo 
ftriftly obferved on the fubjeft in which 
he knows my heart is moft interefted, is a 
convincing teftimony that he ftill conti- 
nues 
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ttues to think my lover undeferving the 
hand and heart of his daughter. — ^Teach 
me then, my Bertha, to recal that weak 
heart that has deferted yo«r once happy 
Emily, and fled for flicker to a. foldier's 
bofom. 

You enquire if Mr. and Mrs. Vane are 
happy ? Indeed they are : I never faw fo 
delightful a couple. Our dear Olivia is 
the model from which our fex-fliould en- 
deavour to<x)py — alJ the virtues flic has 
made her own ; and by her fweet manner 
of difplaying them, rfiey have acquired a 
thoufand additional charms* Mr. Vane looks 
up to her as a being of fuperior order, when 
compared' with the reft of her fex ; and 
the continual proofs which he givesherof 
his increafmg tendernefs, have rendered 
Him inexpreflibly dear to her. If ever it 
is my lot to become a^wife, may I be as 
happy as Olivia! — ^but never, never, I 
karj fliall I be deferving of fuch envied 
felicity as flie enjoys. • 

EMixy Goldwtn. 

LETTER 
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L E T T E R XVIL 
Mrs. Vane to Lady Cliftonv 

T Have often heard of people's feeling 
an immediate attachment to a ftranger, 
which has inftantly arifen from fomething 
in their appearance which has taken fuch 
•pbiTeffion of their heart, that it has been 
in v^in they have endeavoured to Ihake it 
ofF. Such fudden'partiahties are not juf- 
tifiable ; yet we often yield to, rather thaa . 
contend their influence. T^^is has been 
the cafe with me : I have feen E:mily's ad- 
mirer, and i^o longer condemn, her for 
loving him; yet cannot pretend to deny 
but that I am blameable for being fo prer 
judiced in favour of a youth of whom I 
know fo little. > . 

. Emily aocompatiiecj Mr. Vane and my- 
> : . .. felf 



OLIVIA. 15 

felf to an aflembly at D***, a little mar- 
ket-town, about foiir miles from the 
Grove : as the neighbourhood is extenfive, 
I was not furprifed at finding the room 
nearly filled when we arrived. We feated 
oiirfelve$, and the minuets very foon be- 
gan. I obferved that Emily's eyes were 
confla^ntly fixed upon the door; and I 
concluded that flie expeftedJber loverwould 
have been there. She was very foon tak- 
en out to dance a minuet by a friend of 
Mr. Vane's. Whilft flie was dancing I was 
ftruck by the appearance of the moft ele- 
gant figure I e\^er beheld : tall, genteet, 
and graceful, witli a countenance the moft 
captivating and expreffive I had ever fcen ; 
he was dreft in a fuit of plain regimentals ; 
and lookmg eagerly around the room, as 
if he wanted to difcover fome friend, 
foon caught 'a: Hrie\v" of niy Emily as her 
partner was reconducting her to her feat, 
I looked at the dear, trembling girl;, and 
lier fparklihg eyes inforitied me that they 
had beheld the coriqueror of her heart. 

He 
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He very foon approached us ; and afca 
paying his refpeds to his fair miflxefs, 
and eagerly foliciting the. honour of. her 
hand for the ^:»enmg, he intreated Mifs 
Goldwyn to introduce him to her friends. 
She . foftly whifpered Mr. Middleton's re- 
quejft, who very gracefully paid me his 
compliments, but with a kind of appre- 
henfive diffidence that intereftedme greatly 
in- his favour. After converfirig with him 
fome time^ I ffound it impoffible not, to be 
pleafed with him. >yr 

I beckoned Mr. Vane> inforiilafi him 
of- Mr. Middleton's being there, and of - 
his defire to be known to him. He then 
paid his refpefts to Mr. Vane, and was, 
tO' ufe a drawing-room phrafe, moft gra^ 
cioufly received ; and the two gentlemen, 
to my great fatisfadion, appeared much 
•pleafed with-each otlisr. ■ Itwas juftifymg 
the partiality which I felt myiblf fo.won:* 
deroiifly inclined to indulge.'. 

Emily ii^iformed me of her lover's hay- 
ing requefled to be^ her . partner^ and en- 
quired 
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quired if I would confcnt to her dancing 
with him ? As I had never received any 
hints from Mr. Goldwyn on diis fubjeft, 
I did not look upon myfdf as authorifed 
to prevent the innocent pleafure of the 
evening, by prohibiting their dancing to- 
gether; arid therefore gave my wilUng. 
confent. Never did I fee a more ftriking 
and interefting couple. They attrafted 
the general attention of the company. — 
The happinefs which had found its way 
to the heart of my Emily was vifible in 
her animated countenance : nor was diat 
of her partner lefs perceptible. If I am not 
miftakto, he loft not the moments which 
our indiilgehce afforded him ; and whilft 
he endeavoured to enflave his fair cap- 
tive, he found his own fetters incrcafed. 

When he handed Emily to our coach, 
Mr. Vane invited him to breakfafl at 
the Grove the next morning; which invi- 
tation, you may fuppofe, was not refufed. 
Emily was filent; but' her blufhes fpoke 
. her thankgi more, ebquently than language 

could 
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could have done : we law her confufion^ 
and carefully avoided a fubjeft which we 
,knew would only fervc to increafe it. — In 
my next I will fend you an account of 
w'hat pafled during this interefting vifit* 

Ever your's, 

Olivia Vake^ 



LETTER 
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LETTER XVIIL 

Lady Clifton to Mrs. Vane* 

T Thank you, my fair fiietid, for your 
entertaining account <rf our Emily, 
who, I find, is in a fair way of becoming 
a wife. — I am much pleafed with the por- 
trait <3f her lover ; and liope nont of die 
colours will a.ppear flattering by a more 
intimate infpedion of them. 

That the geiMlemen of the (trrny am 
'by m6ft parents beheld with letrbr, I do 
not <v^dcr ; -fbt tdo oft^A the gacety oar 
depriivity of tbeir conduft juflafies the 
coidinefs witti which tfey are treated ih 
many of' the t^was^Avhere they are quar- 
terid. ' B^ -td <C6i4den*n the whole, be- 
cauf(^*ialiy of ihem are guilty, wotild not 
ooly be iUibfer^^j but iwijujft, — * I believe, 

for 
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for my own part, there is an equal, if not. 

a larger portion of honour and* integrity 

to be found aniongft the rriilitary than 

witli any other fet of people in the world ; 

and we have a right' to- expeft ft ftiould 

be fo, as many of them belong to the firft 

families in* the kingdom, and very few 

but have had a liberal education. 

— L hope ■ ydiir: favourite will- not difa]pr- 

point^your high-raifed expeftations of his 

worth. I am not ^bne of thofe that eonr- 

.damn tlkJ .fudden'predileftion tliat many 

tare apt to fcjel for.a ftraiiger; which, 

^.though k oftfeA terminates in a, difap- 

pointment of their hopes, fprings froM fo 

cgenerous an'inipulfeof the mintj as ought 

{Hpt; tp^;be=^^tiifcovir;aged. If, as in the in- 

ftaniCQ.before us> weirieetywjitfe one whofe 

manm^rs, fentinients, md b^avour^ are 

fudi as^ cannot fait to 'captivate and pleafe, 

what right have we to^onclud^ or fufpedt, 

that the hedrt which is coneeakd by thofe 

flattering externals : ftigijld not. have a 

higher claim to cwir uttentioa?. ; : 

You. 
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You enquired of mi, why I meiidoned 
Lord Dav:€uiport ?.— I had <a dcfire of 
knowing how you ^vould be ajplc to bear 
a furtlier account of his fufferings> before 
I ventured to. impart them, . You Jiad 
previoufly- convinced ^me, that I had no 
reafon to fufpeft. you of retaining any im* 
proper fentiments in that gentleman's fa- 
vour*; and I wifhed not to wound your 
heart, by a further detail of misfortunes 
that juftly claim -a tear from the eye of 
pity, till I thought neceffity obliged me 
to fend you die recital, left you (hould 
hear of it .at a: time, when your compaf- 
fion .might appear not only weak, but 
pf^haps improper. 

. Lord pavenport has been fome weeks 
a.wid:>wer.— .His lady died in dhildbed, 
at .Jlfcal|:|)C^er, a few hours after (he be- 
^anie^^j^ f^iod^er,;.. Sh^.^I^eathed her laft 
Cpgh ini thesartt>s>of^her idift^aAed fiiifband, 
bixt n9t;wii4i<3W^; patheticJally recommend- 
iiigi her i4qfan<;ndang}uep;:to -his. tendereft 
,..,...,:..*^,>. J I,, fj ,., ..,.., affedion. 
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^fFc<ftioa. LoriJ' Dayenporj immediately 
left FmocQ; and tlie- remains of his lady 
foon followed him to England, in ord^ 
to be interred with her anteftors- Mr. 
Mrtynard is inconfolable^; :and it is ncfc 
fuppofed be will Iqng fvrvive his only 
child^ in whom he refted all his hopes of 
happinefe. 

Lord Davenport, who has nothing to 
reproach hjmfelf with on this occafion, 
"having been a kind: and indulgent huf-- 
band, was extremely fliocked at.the fud* 
den and unexpeded death of his lady. 
Yet, as flie never was "die choice of his 
heartj^ on th^t account it is jjotiikely that 
his grief will be attended v^vith any dan? 
.gerous confequ^cea*: rTo. ibat^ how ever,- 
is imputed the melancholy which he refo- 
'iutely . Indulges^ . - He -Ihuts • hibrfetf ftbm 
th.0 >ratldK)«9Ldiniies joo jcomj^ny, iind in 
f eldj^^ jlifer^i to fpi^k,.: ejxcq)t .>fchcn the 
little QU^^iat i3..bro\3^ tO)lim. : The 
Ibudid of tl^ajt o^me, kkti thci.vQicc of rn-? 
./.o»j».. .. ■• • xhantment. 
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chantment, generally operates upon his 
feelings, and a momentary cheerflilnefs 
animates his features. Many people have 
been to call upon him ; very few, at pre- 
fent, have been admitted. His friends 
are all employed in ufing every endea- 
vour to draw him from his prefent feclu- 
fion ; and I hope they will fuccecd. 

I hear our building goes on rapidly; 
..and I rejoice that it does ; (or I am im- 
.patient to become your neighbour. Sir 
Robert is happy that I no longer feel any 
unwillingnefs to fpend a part of every 
-year in the country. To you, ii>y friend, 
he is indebted, for my readinefs to leave 
•the great world. 'Tisyou that have given 
me a rchlh for the retired fcenes, which I 
-not long fince confidered as nearly fimilar 
to being buried alive. You have taught 
me no longer to be an enemy to reflec- 
tion ; and have acquired the happy art of 
rendering the focial hour fo cheerful and 
:^)leafant, that it has gained the preference, 

in 
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"in my opinion, to any other way of fpend- 
ing my time. But tell not in the routes of 
f'aliiionV publiili it not in the Pantheon ; 
for, believe me, I carefully conceal from 
every one 'here. Sir Robert excepted, the 
unaccountable alteration which has taken 
place in my fentiments and tafte. 

Write ^ to rne immediately on the re- 
ceipt of this. — If I thought you did not 
feel compaflion for the captive, which 
you have fo long held in the adamantine 
chains of a love fcarcely to be paralleled 
in hiftory, I Ihould be angry with you : 
but if I thought I difturbed your happi- 
nefs with my tale, I flioiild be ftill more 
difpleafed with myfelf. However, I have 
fuch a firm dependance on your virtue 
and fortitude, that I have no reafon to 
doubt your ever afting wifeft, difcreeteft, 
and beft. 

Don't fail to fend me the interefting 
continuance of our Emily's ftory. That 

/ne gives you the firft place in her friend- 

(hip. 



OLIVIA; ^5 

{flip, I am content; but I look upon 
myfeif to have a juft claim to rank fecond 
in her lift of friends, — Sir Robert joins 
with me in evpry good wifh. — That each 
increafing year may witnefs your increafing 
happinefs, is the prayer of 

Eliza Clifton. 
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LETTER. XIX. 

Mrs, Vane to Lady Clifton. 

XT OUR melancholy tale has coft: me 
fome tears. So long as I have a 
heart to feel for the unfortunate, I fhall 
not ceafe to regret the forrows' of Lord 
Davenport, and pray for his returning hap- 
pinefs : nor is Mr, Vane difpleafed with 
me for the compaffion I exprefled at 
reading yoiur letter, which I put into his 
hands. He was particularly ftruck with 
his having named his daughter after your 
friend, and a tear gliftened in his eye. 
He returned your Jetter, fondly embraced 
me, and fighing, exclaimed, " Poor Da- 
venport ! I wonder not at your conflancy; 
after loving Olivia, was it poflible to find 
another worthy of fucceeding her 1 "— ~ 

There 
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There are moments of rapture fo en- 
twirled and intermixed with a kind of 
grateful fadnefs, that admit of no de- 
scription. This was one of them ; and 
my full heart was urtable to cxprefs the 
•various, the gratefvil fenfations that pof- 
feffed it. If you love me, Lady Clifton, 
write no more of Lord Davenport, or his 
Olivia, I (hall b6 difpleafed if you deny 
my requett. 

For the future, I will not condemn, olr 
erideavour to pt^vent, any favourable im^- 
preflion which I or any one elfe may be 
inclined to encourage for a ftrangen Per- 
haps kindred - minds may be prevented 
from coming to a more perfeft knowledge 
of each odier's merits by fuch narrow arid 
grovelling fears as very cautious and- fuf- 
picious people may have been taught to 
cherifh. 

The more we fee of this young officer, 

the more wc are pleafed with him. His 

education has been genteel, his manners 

are ehfnaring, his qortverfation entertain- 

' C 2 ing,^ 
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ing, and his perfon captivating. He is 
the nauiral fon of a gentleman, who has 
been many years refident in one of our 
Weft India iilands. He fays, that Mid- 
dleton is not the name of his father ; but 
that, when neceffity obliged him to leave 
England, in hopes of meeting better fortune 
in a foreign land than he could find in his 
native kingdom, his mother had promifed 
to call him by no other name than the 
fidiitious one fhe had aflumed ; and was 
given to underftand, by her feducer, that 
all her hopes of receiving any fupplies 
from him depended on the fbrid perform-* 
ance of her promife. 

His mother, he faid, was the daughter 
of a phyfician, who was once confidered 
as very eminent in his profeffion ; but 
having too high a relifh for genteel life, 
and living to the utmoft pf his income, 
he left his \yife aiad daughter entirely un- 
provided for : That his mother had, very 
foon afterwards, the additional lofs of her 
other parent to lament j and having no 

relations 
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relations left who would offer her an afy- 
lum, (he put herfelf an apprentice to a 
millener ; and it was in that dangerous 
iituation that chance had thrown her be- 
trayer in her way. 

He mentioned his mother with venera- 
tion : Said, (he inherited t\ thoufand vir- 
tues; that her life had, from the mo- 
ment of her fedudlion, been one conti- 
nued feries of grief and repentance ; and 
that (he had, on being fupplied with a 
fmall fum of money by her lover, on the 
eve of his departure, buried herfelf in 
the mod profound retirement ; nor could 
any perfuafions, or even her extreme 
fondnefs for him, who feemed the only 
tie (lie had to bind her to life, ever pre- 
vail upon her to mix with the world. 

His father had been faithful to his pro- 
mife of fending her remittances ; which, 
in a few years, an uninterrupted feries of 
fuccefs enabled him to do very liberally. 
He had been educated according to his 
direftions ; and a commiffion was pur- 
C 3 chafed 
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chafed for him on the (lay he became fe- 
venteen : and that, from fome letters which 
had lately arrived, he began to cherifti, 
hopes, that he fhould one day be per- 
mitted to embrace the author of his be- 
ing, and perhaps be the means of doing 
juftice to the bell of mothers, who, if the 
continued practice of every virtue could 
be thought fufEcient to atone for having 
once erred, he believed no one ever had 
a jufter claim to pafectioa. SJie bad re- 
ceived feveral advantageous propofels of 
marriage, but refufed them all ; and de- 
teraained never to marry, unlefs it was to 
the father of her darling fon. 

We were cliarmed with the fond eii- 
tliufiafm with which Mr. Middleton meixn . 
tioned his mother, and the warmth of af- . 
fedion that feemed to animate him when 
he attempted to delcribe her virtues* — . 
His franknefs, his manner, his undiflem- 
bled regard for our Emily, from whom 
he meets an equal return, all combine to 
make us bis firicnds, Mr. Vane, who has 

fomc 
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(ome knowle4ge of his commanding-of- 
ficer, wrote to him, and begged he would, 
without refery^ acquaint him with what 
he knew r.Qfpedtin_g the condud, difpofi- 
tion, and co^nnedions of young Middle- 
ton. Mr.Yane^ in a few days, received 
an anfwer perfedtly fatisfadory. The 
gentleman mentioned Mr. Middleton as 
a rpoft extrapfdinary young man, un^ 
cor^'vipted by the prevalence of bad ex- 
ample, unexceptionable in his condud 
and morals, and poffefled of fuch a fweet- 
nefs of diflpofition as had rendered him 
dear to all his brother officers, and be- 
loved by every one of his men ; and he 
gave nearly the fame account of his con- 
BCftions as we had before received from 
himfelf. We waited for no further tefti- 
mony of his worth, I wrote immediately 
to Mr. Goklwyn, and requeiled he would 
return without delay with the meflenger. 
He has been with us three days, and 
matters are in a moft promifing train. — . 
idx* Vane has declared hi? def^a to pre- 
C 4 fent 
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fent Mr. Middleton with a captain^s com* 
miffion on the day of his marriage with 
Emily, whofe fortune is to be fettled upon 
herfelf and children. — Mr. Goldwyn, af- 
ter being acquainted with the difcovery 
we had made of Mr. Middleton^s amiable 
character, had no other objeftion but his 
fituation ; and that was foon obviated by 
a better knowledge of the lover, who 
begged of us, with the moft grateful dif- 
fidence, to defer the generous intentions 
we had planned in his favour a few 
months ; in which time, he flatter6i him- 
felf, the arrival of his father would per- 
haps enable him to fix on fo'me other de- 
ftination in life, that would be more 
pleafing to the parents of his adorable 
Emily, whofe happiaefs would be equally 
dear to him as his own. 

This ingenuous behaviour banifhed e- 
very doubt from the bofom of my dear 
Mr. Goldwyn, who promifed from that 
moment to confider hin; as his foA. — 
Emily's joy, tliough filent, wanted not 
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the borrowed aid of language to be told. 
Never, I believe, was a happier fet of 

mortals to be found on earth. Mr. 

Middleton has written to inform his mo- 
ther of the fortunate change of affairs : 
for he did not conceal his paflion for my 
Emily from his indulgent parent, who did 
not attempt to prevent her fon from en- 
deavouring to obtain the objeft of his 
, wifhes. Her only requeft was, that he 
would defer the completion of them till 
his father arrived, whofe fanftion, (lie 
doubted not, would be eafily obtained. 

Emily, who has been fo long harraffed 
with doubts and apprehenfions of ever 
being happy, has even now a dread upon 
her fpirits, left the arrival of her lover's 
father fliould throw -frefli difficulties in ^ 
their path. I bade her impart her un- 
neceflary doubts to the caufc of them, 
who is the moft likely perfon to put an 
end to fuch tormenting fears ; and from 
her returning cheerfulnefs I believe he 
has fucceedai. 

C 5. Mr. 
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Mr. Mid41eton is now chiefly at Vane-i 
Grove ; and we find him too agreeable 
an addition to our party to be willing to 
feparate with him, 

I flatter myfelf you will not think the 
ftory of thefe young lovers either tire* 
fome or unentertaining ; and therefore I 
fliall not apologize for having made theni 
the principal fuSjeft of this long epiille- 

Yours, 

Olivia Vake^. 



LETTER 
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LETTER XX. 

Lord DAVENPoRt to Mr. Beevor* 

A/r Y friend, I thank you for your let- 
ter : it afforded the confolation it 
was rkindly meant to convey : — to hear, - 
that your lovely neighbour is happy, is 
the only fource from which a fingle ray 
of pleafure, or a gleam of hope can find 
entrance to my gloomy and difcontented 
foul J yet I cannot help fincerely lament- 
' ing the fuddcn, the unexpeded death of 
Lady Davenport ; and I often reproach '■ 
myfelf for not having been able to give 
her more than a divided heart. Had (he 
been endued with a larger portion of fen- 
Ability than nature had given her, I 
fliould be apprehenfive that flie was in 
C6 life 
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life diflatisfied with the companion that 
fhe fo fondly called upon to fave her 
from the ftern approaches of death ; — but 
her fond endearments in her laft agoniz- 
ing moments have relieved my defpond- 
ing heart from that additional weight of 
mifery. I am convinced, that every trial 
of affliftion is light, when compared with 
that which is accompanied with felf-*re- 
proaches. 

I will endeavour to ffiake off this hope- 
-lefs defpair, which too long has rendered 
.me unequal to perform the duties ap- 
pointed me. No longer fliall the world 
brand me with want of fortitude, or my 
private fbrrows prevent my performance 
of all the focial duties, — Am I not a fa- 
ther? And fhall I not prove myfelf a 
good one ? At this time old England calls 
for the exertion of all thofe whofe fitua- 
tions entitle them to take an a6live part 
in public affairs. I will no longer be 
imemployed in the fe:vice of my country; 

and 
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and though for ever doomed to be wretch- 
ed myfelf, as far as in my limited power, 
will endeavour to make others happy. 

Let me hear frequently from you. Bee- 
vor. Your letters contain the only heal- 
ing cordial that can abate the woes of 
Davenport, It is natural for you here to 
enquire what are already become of refo- 
lutions fo lately formed : they fhall re- 
main unftiakcn. To love I am a martyr : 
in all befides, know, you fhall find me a 
hero. Never more fhall want of refolu- 
tion entail its fruitlefs regrets on the heart 
which was once fo eafily led a viftim to 
the gilded fnares of avarice and pride. 

Happy would be the peafant knew he 
the care and anxiety from which Heaven 
had removed him, by placing him in the 
fhades of obfcurity. Let not man ever 
wifh to quit the humble walk, however 
far removed from the flattering fnares of 
envied greatnefs, and all the weighty 
pomp of unfocial dignity. Guilt may 

endeavour 
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endeavour to find repofe on the bed of 
down ; but confcience will draw its fa- 
ble curtain. No fcience can teach in- 
fenfibility; — no bribe can buy off- the 
pangs of difappointment. 

Davenport. 



LE T T E R 



OLIVIA. 39 



LETTER XXI. 

Miss Goldwtn to Miss 'Cheswelu 



T E T none defpair of happinefs, how- 
ever diftant it may appear from their 
reach. You will fmile, my Berdia, at 
the philofophy which the fudden, the un- 
expected change in my fituation has pro- 
duced, and perhaps enquire what became 
of it a few months fince, when its aid 
would have been of fo much fervice, and 
the pradlice of its precepts not only ufe- 
ful to myfelf, but entitled to praife ? I 
am now too happy to anfwer fuch feri- 
ous queftions. 

To Mrs. Van^ I am chiefly indebted 
for the felicity I enjoy. Mr. Vane has 

afted 
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afted nobly • — My parents are reconciled^ 
No longer love and duty are at variance 
with each other. The alteration thefe 
revolutions of affairs have effected in my 
lover would aftonifli you. No longer is 
his countenance marked with defpon-- 
dence, or his profeffions of love whim- 
pered with a voice of apprehenfion. He 
has abfolutely forgotten to figh, even in the 
prefence of his miflxefs ; and he has fuch 
a faucy look of contented cheerfulnefs, 
that I am fometimes obliged to remind 
him I may poffibly change my opinion and 
difcharge him : but the impertinent does 
not feem to fear my threats half fo much 
as he did when he firft became a volun^- 
teer in the fervice of Captain Cupid. 
' Mr. Middleton's father is foon expeft- 
ed in England. I am fometimes appre- 
hcnfive that his coming may again make 
an alteration in the face of affairs. Mrs. 
Vane calls me a coward ; and my lover is 
difpleafcd if I venture to give the moft 

diftant 
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diftant hint that perhaps the authority of 
his father may be exerted, to break off a 
connexion that may be difpleafing to 
him. He has more than orice enquired 
what is become of that generous confi- 
dence which I at one time ran the hazard 
of placing in him, when fo many bars 
appeared to impede our union, and now 
thofe difficulties were removed to tor- 
mient myfelf with imaginary ones ? I am, 
therefore, obliged to be filent : yet I wi(h 
this tremendous riian was come. 

Mrs. Middleton is in agonies at the 
thoughts of his arrival. She knows not 
at prefent whether (lie has reafon to hope 
that he means to make any change in her 
fituation ; for young as he was when he 
left England, he had carefiiUy avoided 
putting it in her power to have any other 
claims upon him than thofe which his 
own love and honour might one day pre- 
vail upon him to fulfil. Augufbjs in- 
dulges the mofl flattering hopes that his 

amiable 
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g,miaWe ir^other's fufferings will terminate^ 
on the arrival of his father, and her con- 
ft^ncy an^ merit, be rewarded with the 
hand and heart flie has an undoubted 
right to call her own. 

I tremble, my Bertha, when I- firfkft 
on the dangers to which our helplfefsfex 
fiire ex-pofed, from the fnares which are 
fpr^ad by the bfife and defigniijg for. vjpt 
pyctfcgfteficl innpoQnf^. What /a , nolpjp^. 
wb^t R y^\}^bk.h^xu mvift Mrs. MWcypr 
ton have poff^td ! ^nd yet how fever^ly 
hm ibe. foiferjed for %h^_ inipuide^^C!? . of 
pae iingijarded:hour qf unfufpt^ting cpn^t 
fidenoe! I lhall never be able to i^fpe<ft; 
or love the father of A.uguftus, yulrfsrhe 
will do juftice to his amiable mother. 

Mrs. Vane will not confent to my. 
kaving the Grove till I become a wife.. 
Her requeft of continuing widb her is too 
agreeable not tx) be readily complied 
with ; and when that important period, 
arrives, I am amthorifed, by our dear Oli- 

via> 
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via, to t<U yoia, that your pref^wice will 
not be difpeixfed with. Far diftant as 
that tiiiie may be., I am alm.oft t^rrifiecj 
j3Lt the tlaoii}ght3 of tlie important cJtiang^ 
it will make ii} the fttuatipn of your 
Emily, who has ever been furrounded 
with tender and indulgent frieji4s. Can 
I fuppofe that ftrangers will be inclined 
to.^hiftk^ f^vQiu'^bly of .me?, and will not 
fliy Ayguftus, .when time bia$,perhaps r^a-: 
^ered-hiin lefs partial toithe feiy.good quat 
litieslpoflefa, con.demn where he now ajir 
prpves ? If far removed from my frieiidj, 
I:could npt, -piethinks, fupport the leaft 
aU«^tion'in hifi^ fenturtente- I know you 
will Wanae jfne fcg: indulging dif^greeable 
reileAions in the prefence of happiaefe, 
and foi: lencourajgipg unpleafant prefenti- 
ment^, widipijc h^ing a fmg^e reafon oq 
which to build them. I cannot r,pfled; 
oa the trials which Mrs* Vane has met 
in the married life, without fear and 
trembUng. True, there were many trads 

in 
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in her ftory very differently marked frSm 
any to be found in my own : but then 
her fuperior excellence, one would have 
imagined, muft have fecured her from 
every woimd of fufpicion. 

I expeft reproof, and am prepared to 
receive it with all due patience and hu- 
mihty. 

We are going to fpend this afternoon 
with Mr. and Mrs. Beevor i 'tis to be a 
family party ; and as A^e are all mulieal 
people, we are to have a little concert; 
Auguftus is particularly fond of mufic ; 
and, if you choofe to truft the decifion of 
my judgment, plays moft divinely. Mrs. 
Vane too excels in that delfghtfbl accom- 
plifliment, and is ever ready to perform i 
when called upon, to gratify and indulge 
her friends, by the exertion of her powers 
in this captivating fcience. 

I have now only a few moments left 
for the important bufinefs of the toilet, 

and 
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and therefore miift hallen to drefs, that 
I may be ready to obey the fummons of 
my friends. 

Ever moft cordially 

And truly yours, 

Emily Goldwyn. 



LETTER 



46. OLIVIA. 



LETTER XXII. 
Mr. Vane to Sir Robert Clifton* 

jV/TRS. Vane is now bufily employed 
^ in writing an account to Lady Clif- 
-ton of an event, which has lately hap- 
pened to furprife us : to her letter I refer 
you for an explanation. Your building 
goes on with the utmoft expedition; but 
the hurry and induftry of the workmen, 
whom I endeavour to bribe into my fer- 
vice, does not, in any degree, anfwer the 
eagcrnefs of my impatience to have you 
become my neighbour — I wilh you to be 
near me : I want to borrow the aid of 
your philofophy, to enable me to fup- 
port fome difagreeable conflidts which I 
have to contend with in my own mind, 
I cannot pretend to deny that Heaven 

has 
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has thrown in my *^^y every ingredient 
that can conftitute the happinefs, and 
foften the cares of man ; but at the very 
moment I make the grateful acknowledg- 
ment^ :I do not feel myfelf happy. I 
haVe a thoufand apprelienfions that Mrs. 
Vane too often reboUefts the injiiftice of 
my condtidl towards her, when fhe fuf- 
fered from my miftaken refentrtieht ; and 
1 envy the mifcries of Davenport, who 
has fo feverely atohed, by a multitude of 
forrows, the facrificie he made of love 
•to duty. Mrs. Vane does not fufpeft 
cthat, although I could forgive, and clafp 
my rival to my bofom, I ftill want the 
confoiation of being reconciled to myfelf. 
She is the beft, the moft perfeft of wo- 
,men ; yet I am fometimes ready to fiiid 
fault with her, becaufe I can difcover no 
failing that will bring her more upon a 
levjel with her erring hufband. This 
conflict with myfelf, and difguft with the 
bleflings I enjoy, makes good the affer- 
tion of a favourite author. That people 

often 
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often grew weary of being happy, or en- 
joyed health till they began to think 
there muft be fomething pleafant in being 
fick. — ^Wait not the tedious time fet apart 
for the completion of your houfe ; but 
come and make Vane-Grove your refi- 
dence till it is finifhed. On you I reft 
my hopes of being cured of the unac- 
countable languor which has lately taken 
pofleffion of my mind, and reduced me 
to a moft degrading degree of humility 
in my own opinion. Come then, Clifton, 
and drive, by your cheerful fociety, the 
foul fiend, called Difcontent, from the 
bolom of 

Henry Vane. 
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LETTER XXIIL 
Mr». Vane to Lady Clifton. 

ATORE Wonders, my Eliza, have arifen 
to mark my eventful life with fin- 
gula^itJ^ Providence has, perhaps, for 
fome wife and unknown purpofe, chofen 
me from the number of the undiftinguiflied 
many, to evince the power of its omnipo- 
tence, in enabling the weakeft of frail mor- 
tals to fupport the trying finger of adver- 
fity ; and then, by rQverfing its decrees, 
means to try her further, by Ihowering 
upon her the more dangerous revolution 
of unbounded profperity. Pray for me, 
that iny head may not become giddy by 
looking down from the eminence to which 
I am raifed, and that I may never forget 
I was oTice the humble, unnoticed Olivia.' 
Vol. III. D Elford, 
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Elford, who was indebted to the good Mr. 
Goldwyn for protedtion, when no one elfe^ 
was found to guard ine from the dangers 
and oppreflions which unhappy orphans 
too often experience. 

A few evenings fince, as Emily, Mr. 
Vane, and myfelf were, fitting round our 
focial fire-fide, talking over fome little 
X)ccurrences .that the departed day had 
given rife to, a fervant entered, and in- 
formed me that a gentleman defired to 
fpeak with m^; and very foon a hand fome 
and well-dreft ftranger made his appear- 
ance. Immediately on his entrance he 
earneftly fixed his eyes upon my face, and 
with eager emotion exclaimed, • — ^^ Yes, 
'tis file; 'tis the daughter of my beloved 
c Olivia, my ever to be lamented fifl:er :'!^— 
and the next moment I found myfelf en- 
circled in his arms. My pleafure, my fur- 
prife, was inexpreflSble. I had heard that 
my mother had a brother ; but as many 
revolving years had elapfed, without my 
being able ta learn any tidipgs of him,;I 

con- 
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•concluded that the ruthlefs hand of Death 
bad deprived me of my only relation. 
'When we came a little to ourfclvcs, and 
were able to enter into converfation with 
fome degree of compofure, he proceeded 
td inform us, that at his being fent abroad 
a needy and feludtant adventurer, to carve 
his own fortune, he, like a thoufand 
others that were driven into exile by the 
rude hand of Neceffity, experienced in- 
numerable hardfhips ; but knowing he had 
only himfelf and his own rcfolution to dcr 
pend upon, he refolutely determined to 
combat the utmoft rigour of fortune with 
patience and perfeverance. For a long 
time he was unluccefsful irt whatever he 
undertook. At length the wheel turned 
in his favour, and profperity attended his 
footfteps. 

No account of my parents* death reached 
him till three years after their deceafe, nor 
till then did he know what was become of 
them ; and, by the fame channel, he was 
informed they had left a daughter, who 
D z was 
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was under the protedting care of a'Mr* 
Goldwyn, and as happily provided for as 
flie could have been had her parents been 
living. This it was that had prevented 
him from making enquiries after me at 
the time he had been informed of the loft 
I.had fuftained in thofe dear relations ; and 
had determined him not to make himfelf 
or his intentions in my favour known, tiU 
he returned to England, which a long train 
of troublefome and unlooked-for circum- 
ilances, in refpedt to the fettling his affairs, 
had for fome years prevented. He.thanked 
God he was not come a needy beggar, nor 
fo rich as to forget thofe who had fliared 
with him. in his adverfity. He Ihook Mr* 
Vane cordially by the hand,.and.told him, 
that his generofity in wedding his unpor- 
tioned niece Ihould not go unrewarded .; 
bade him fay not a word of not wanting 
an addition to his prosperity (which .he 
was eagerly going to inform me of) for 
that .a part of what he had faved was the 
jiift right of his filler's child, whofe gene- 
rous 
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rous and noble-fouled father had faved his 
finking family from ruin, when they were 
overwhelmed by a torrent of diftreffes ; 
who employed his little portion of for- 
■ tune to protect the grey hairs of his aged 
parent from want, and took his Olivia 
his lovely fitter, a beggar to his arms, and 
even fparfed a part to him likewifc. He 
was not able to go through this afFedting 
narrative of paft fcenes .unmoved—Nor^ 
did he weep alone. 

I cannot defcribe the fenfationsi expe- 
rienced at finding fo near a relation re- 
ftored to me,, whom I had feldom heard 
mentioned but as one that had been long 
dead, or in a ftate not to return. Indeed 
I had never been with any one that re- 
membered much more of him than the 
misfortunes that had occafioned his leav- 
ing England before my mother's mar- 
riage ; and I was too young to recoiled: 
any thing that my parents might have 
faid about him before their death. I 
looked up to him with refped:, and felt 
D 3 as 
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as if Providence had reftored me a long- 
loft parent. 

He told us that he had been at Mr»- 
Goldwyn's ; by hini was informed of my 
marriage, and direfted to Vane -Grove- 
He further added, that he Ihould ftay with 
us no longer,than the next morning, as he 
had feme other friends whom he was im- 
patient to make acquainted with his re- 
turn ; but as foon as he had done fo, he 
w^ould come back, and ihtfude himfelf 
upon us as a gueft for a lohger ftay, whea 
he Ihould make the nature of his fituation 
farther and more fully known to us. 

Wonderfully myfterious are the ways of 
Providence in its dealings with us mor- 
tals f' yet how often are we ppeftiming^ 
enough to diftruft its guardian care. I 
have frequently lamented* having no near 
relations, with whom to fliare the foft af- 
feftions which the fufceptibility of our 
nature renders fo delightful. Well, indeed, 
did my paternal guardians fupply the place 
oi parents^, and of friends ! Yet 1 feel a 

delight- 
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delightful increafe of fatisfadtlon, at find- 
ing an uncle, whom I fuppofed had fallen 
a vidtim to the fame rothlefs hand, vvhofe 
dart no mortal can cfcape. 

Mr. Middleton has been abfent from the 
Grove fome days, being obliged to obey a 
fummons from his commanding-officer, 
who came down to review the troops 
quartered in the country ; but wc expeft 
Jiim back again in two or three days at 
farthcft. I fufpeft that a certain young 
lady does not think that time moves on 
with its ufiwl rapidity during the abfcnce 
pf her favourite youth. 

My uncle took an afFeftionate leave of 
us the following morning. He has been 
gone from the Grove four days ; and we 
begin to look for his return with impa- 
tience. — I wifli to be further acquainted 
with this dear relation ; and Mr. Vane al- 
ready feels himfelf much interefted in 
1^'hatever concerns him. 

Olivia Vane. 

D 4 LETTER 
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LETTER XXiy. 

Sir Robeut Clifton toHenry Vane^ 
. Esquire. 

r\ F what a ftrange compofitioii of con*- 
tradidlion muft the mind of that man 
be formed, wha can quarrel with happi- 
nefs ; and that too, when he fees her in 
the brighteft ihape Ihe ever appears to mor- 
tals ! — You are the only being lever met 
with that was daring enough to argue in 
dired: oppofition to thofefyftems, fo long 
^ftablilhed on the bed of all foundations, 
VIZ. — ^to be diflatisfied becaufe too happy* 
You ought to be called the Champion of 
Dilcontent, or theMiferable Philofopher, 
who found fault with Providence, for not 
having made him wretched ; and endea- 
voured to counteradt'its benevolent deiigns,. 
by determining to be fo^ if the utmoft ex- 

ertioa 
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crtion of his fertile ingenuity could fur- 
nifli him with the ingredients which com- 
pofe the felf- fought portion. But I think 
you will mangle all your efforts, be un- 
able to make the difcovery, and remain the 
happieft, as you arc one of the mod envied 
of the fons of men. — Rcfpeft and forgive 
jnour rival : but recoiled, whilft you da 
fo, that you poflefs the jewel for which" 
he languifhe J io vain. Let not Mrs. Vane 
ever difcover that you entertain the leaff 
doubt of her forgivcnefs. — ^We can any of 
us more cafily pardon a fault that has ori- 
ginated from affliction, than one that pro- 
ceeds from wilful and obftinate difcontent. • 
I fhould have thought myfelf unjuft ta 
the calls of friendfhip, hiad Lfpoken'lefs 
forcibly on a fubjcA of fo much Imppr- 
taiice to the reftoration of your fenles ; 
and therefore, though I ihould even have 
probed the wound you complain of till it 
fmarts, remember that more experienced 
furgcons are often obliged to perform a 
D5 . like 
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like operation,, in order to accelerate aa 
effectual cure. 

The tiine of my return to the country 
is uncertain ; it depends on the caprice of 
Lady Clifton, who at prefent cannot de- 
termine when the ihall be in the humour 
to prefen: me with a fon, whofe wiflied^for 
appearance I think of with too much plea- 
fure to run the hazard of lofing, by per- 
mitting his mother to take fo long and fa- 
tiguing a journey : yet I need not tell you,, 
that you and Mrs. Vane are the magnets 
who have had the attraction of fixing ou 
future refidence near the environs of Vane- 
Grove, and that we are both alike impa- 
tient for the time that will, we flatter our- 
felves, afford us ample opportunities of 
being bleffed with a more frequent in- 
tercourfe with thofe we are equally difpofed 
to love and efteem. 

Robert Clifton* 



CHAP, 
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LETTER XXV. 
Mrs. Vane to Lady Clifton. 

"V/T Y uncle is again returned, "and 
has brought back with hini a frclh 
fource of grateful furprife. I will not keep 
you in fufpenfe. He was accompanied by 
Auguftus Middleton, whom he prefentcd 
to your aftonifhed friend — as his fon. — 
Yes, my Eliza, Auguftus Middleton is 
the acknowledged fan of Mr- Hamilton, 
and his mother his w'edded wife. Had 
flie not been fo, methinks I fhould not 
have rejoiced at having found an uncle. 
Two ihort days ago thofe vows were fealed 
at the altar, which long fince were regi- 
ftered before the throne of Heaven. I am 
all joy and tranfport. — Auguftus is fedately 
bappy : — but our Emily is wild with jgra- 
D 6 titude; 
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titude ; for already has her lover's father 
confented to blefs his fon with the fair 
objedt his heart has chofen. Mrs. Ha- 
milton is in a few weeks to incrcafe our 
fatisfadiion, by making one in the happy 
circle at Vane-Grove. I am already pre- 
pared to love and revere her. Her for- 
rows, her long-tried virtues, have already 
given her a place in my heart; and I am 
impatient to tell- her fo, and pay that at- 
tentive refpeft which is due to fuch ex- 
emplary patience, and unrepining con- 
ftancy. 

Yet, my uncle, my unreafonable uncle, 
put her fincerity to a ftill further trial, be- 
fore he difcovered to her the true ftate of 
his affairs. — Strange, rigid, and unbeliev- 
iiig mortals are thefe men ! He appeared 
^before her in the dreaded garb of poverty ; 
and after the firft moments of tendernefs had 
expired, enquired whether Ihe was ftill 
willing to take a beggar to her armsi 
— She told him fhe was : for as intereft 
had never influenced the choice of her 

heart. 
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feeart, poverty could not lefien her affec- 
tion. It was too much, my Eliza, and I 
fancy my uncle found himfelf abafed by 
the fuperiority which her condudt claimed, 
even in his opinion, when compared with 
the cruelty of his own* But this dear, 

. fuffering, and amiable wom^i will now, 
I truft, meet the deferved reward to which 
Ihe is entitled. 

Mr. Hamilton has infifted on Mr. Vane's 
accepting ten thoufand pounds, which, in 
return, he has generoufly declared Ihall be 
fettled upon me, and the intereft of it fet 
apart for my own peculiar ufe. My uncle 
blamed him for putting it in the power of 
a woman to become extravagant, .even 
though that woman was his niece. I en- 
treated him to adopt fome other method 
of difpofing of it ; but our united efforts 
of perfuafion were exerted to no purpofe. 
I muft therefore fix upon fome plan to 

. render it ufeful to my fellow-creatures* 
Unlefs I do fo, I am fure I Ihall be at a 
lofs how to difpofe or employ fo large an 

income. 
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income. If it fliould be accompanied by 
either pride or avarice, I will infifl on my 
uncle's recalling the dangerous depoiir. 
Mr. Vane's eftate is fo large, and his ge- 
nerofity to your happy friend fo unbound- 
ed, that no wifti was formed that remained- 
ungratified ; therefore an increafe of fori- 
tune, I believe, was not wiftied by 
either. 

Mr. Hamilton is, I find, returned im» 
liienfely rich ; a:nd he defigns that every 
CHie 12 ves fhall partake of the affluence 
he has acquired. He intends to prefcRt 
his fon, on the day of his marriage,. with 
the fame fnm he has given to me, and ta 
purchafe eflates in our neighbourhood for ■ 
their future refidcnce. He has fent feveral 
valuable prefents to Mr. and Mrs. Gold- 
wyn, as a fmall teftimony of his gtatitude- 
for their kind proteftion of his niece; and 
\kc exults in the reflection, that his fon 
will, in all probability, be the means 
of rewarding them more amply for their 
generous benevolence to me» Oh ! how 

my 



OLIVIA. 63^ 

my grateful heart delights in the tranf- 
porting thought, that a relation of mine 
will raife a child of my ever dear, ever 
revered Mr. Goldwyn, to a fituation to - 
which his humble heart never afpired to 
fee her placed I Could I difpenfc happi- 
nefs to all I love, nt>t a branch of that in- 
valuable ftem but fliould flourifli, with all 
the unfading bloflbnis of envied profpe^ 
Pity. — Emily behaves moft delightfully 
upon this occafion : her joy is teiiipered 
with a becoming gratitude,accompanied by 
a humanityand diffidence that interefts everyr 
one in her favour,, and compels them to re- 
joice in her good fortune* Auguftus, too, 
is all himfelf, and divides his attentions fo 
well amongft us, that we are equally dif^- 
pofed to be pleafed with him. My uncle 
never looks at his fon, but the fond feel- 
ing of the father may be traced in his ex- 
preflive and interefting countenance, — You 
will rejoice with me, I know, my friend, 
in the fatisfadlion which thefe unexpedted 
and agreeable events have imparted to my 

fouh 
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foul. I who, a few weeks fince, coniider*- 
ed tnyfelf with no other relation on whom 
to reft my cares but my beloved Mr, 
Vane, now find myfelf bleft with two fuch 
very near, fuch very amiable relatives !-=^ 
May my humility and gratitude be equal 
to this additional increafe of felicity !— 
and every aiflion of my future life fuch, 
as will in fome degree convince the worlds 
that Prgyidence has not given fo large a. 
portion't>f its bleflSngs to one entirely un-* 
deferving the continuance of its numer- 
ous favours ! This is the only ambitioa 
that reigns in the bdlbai of 

OLivrA Vane,. 
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LETTER XXVL 
Miss Goldwyn to the Rev, William* 

GOLDWYN. 

nPHE moment ypu receive this, fcC 
off, my dear Sir, for this place. 
We are all in the moft dreadful anxiety 
that can • be conceived — we fear the un- 
happy Mr. Vane has loft his life ! no 
tidings have been heard of him for manjr 
hours ! All the intelligence we can learn 
of him is, that he was feen ikaiting upon 
the ice, a quarter of a mile diftant from 
his houfe, about four o'clock in the after- 
noon.— Fly, my revered parent to your 
diftradted Olivia, and unhappy daughter, 

Emily Goldwyn. 
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LETTER. XXVII. 

The R'ev. William Goldwyn to 
Sir Robert Clifton. 

X\7^ ITH the fincereft regret, and the^^ 
mod heart-felt concern, I fit 
down to inform l^r Robert Clifton, that 
his friend Mri Vane is no more, and to 
requeft that he and Lady Clifton will, if 
pofEble, come to the Gr<ive, and by their 
wilhed-for pxefence, in fome ^degree, aK 
leviate the poignant anguifli which is 
fixed in the bofom of * his difconfoiatc 
widow, who remains at-prefent in the 
moft alar-ming fituation imaginable, and 
leads us to apprehend, the untimely death 
of her unfortunate hufband will be fpeedily 
followed by her own, unlefs fhe can be 
prevailed upon to liften to the foothing 
voice of confolation, which every one 

here 
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Here would gladly impart ; but are at 
prefent fo much afFedted by the unhappy 
accident, as to be rendered unequal to the 
attempt. The following are the par- 
ticulars of this fad cataftrophe, which 
terminated the life of our worthy friend, 
and has changed Vane-Grove from a 
' fcene. of the moft envied felicity to that 
ef gloomy and corroding wretchednefs, 
and rendered its late cheerful inhabitants 
forrowful emblems of defpair and woe. 

Some days fince, Mr. Vane, with many 
Others, fpent feveral hours fkaiting on a 
fine piece of ice, at fome little diftance 
from the houfe. The two Mr. Hamil- 
tons left the Grove yefterday morning,^ 
with a,promife of returning foon, accom- 
panied by Mrs. Hamilton. A few hours- 
after their departure, Mr. Vane informj?d 
his Olivia that he was going upon the 
ice ; but would be home to dinner about 
four o'clock. The hour arrived, and 
Mrs. Vane waited fome time, without 
feeling any furprife at his not returning, 

knowing 
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knowing • he was particularly fond of tKe* 
amufement that occafioned his abfencc; 
and finding he did not come, fat down 
with my daughter to table. 

In the mean' time an alarni was fpread 
amongft the fervants that their mafler 
was drowned \ Many people faw the 
dreadful accident, but durft not go near 
enough to give him any affiftance. It 
ftcms, he had ventured on a part of the 
ice that, not being fo well frozen gave 
way ; and our poor friend immediately 
went to the bottom ► Every relief that 
could be given was ii)Ilantljr attempted, 
but without efFedl. His limbs, benumbed 
with the fcverity of the cold, were in a 
moment rendered ufelefs ; and he was 
foon out of the reach of mortal power 
to fave him. The body was not taken ^ 
up till this morning. 

My daughter was no fooner made ac- 
quainted with this dreadful difafter, than 
Ihe difpatched a mcffenger to fetch Mr.. 
and Mrs. Beevor. to her friend,, and feat 

another. 
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another to requeft I would inftantly fct 
off for the Grove. I loft not a moment 
in obeying the unwelcome fummons^ and 
arrived here about four o'clock this 
morning. Never did I feel fuch power- 
ful defposdence as feized me on my ar« 
rival. A folenln iilence prevailed in the 
houfe^ yet not a creature in the family 
had thought of going to reft. Mr. Beevor 
had by degrees imparted the dreadful 
tidings to Mrs. Vane, who was in a ftate 
^of infenfibilicy. She loft her reafon when 
told of her huft)and's death, raved with 
the utmoft violence for fome time, and 
•then funk into a ftupor, from which they 
could not roufe her ; and I have not yet 
^been able to make her take notice of my 
being near her, Mr. Beevor apprehends 
the moft fatal confequences, from Mrs. 
Vane's having mifcarried in her height of 
phrenzy. In a few hours I expert her 
lincle will arrive. What will be done 
I know not with this dear diftrafted 
fufFerer, when her fenfes return. I, who 

ought 
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ought to fpeak peace, and infpire hope 
in others, fland in need of confolation 
myfelf. The agonies my Olivia endures 
are too much to be fupported with an-y 
degree of fortitude by him ; who, though 
he has not a tight to the name, calls 
himfelf the father of this fufFering ex^- 
. cellence, and glories in feeling for her all 
the tender affe<flions of a parent. 

. William Golpwykt. 
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LETTER XX7IIL 

^iR Robert Clifton to the Reverek© 
William Goldwyn. 

''TP H E fad iRtcIIigeiicc conveyed in 

your letter, my reverend correfpondent, 

has given both me and Lady Clifton the 

moft deep concern. The untimely death 

..of our dear, departed friend, Mr. Vane, 

we Ihall never ceafe to regret. The 

amiable qualities he poflTeifed, and the 

excellence of his heart, have long been 

fully known to us ; and I believe his few 

failings proceeded from the extreme fen- 

iibility of his virtues. 

Still more do we feel the poignant for- 
rows of the unhappy Mrs. Vane. In a 
feparation of this melancholy kind, moft 
truly may we fay, ^Tis the furvivor dies. 
We know the gentle nature of Mrs Vane 

too 
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too well, not to have the "moft alarming 
apprehenfions on her account, from this 
laft, but feverefl trial of her fortitude^ 
On you we reft our hopes. 'Tis you muft 
t^ach her fubmiffion to the rigour of her 
fote. No one elfe, I am convinced, would 
be able, like you, to reanimate her foul 
with hope. You are the mentor that has 
fo long enabled her to combat all the try- 
ing ftrokes of adverfity, which Ihe has 
encountered . in a manner that did not 
more honour to her character than it re- 
flefted ,on her excellent preceptor. It 
greatly increafes our diftrefles that w$ 
cannot at , this time fly to our diftradled 
friend : but Lady Clifton has fome weeks 
expefted the commencement of her con- 
finement ; and her fituation at this im- 
portant period will neither permit her 
travelling with fafety, nor my being ab- 
fent. However, as foon as- we are able, 
doubt not, my dear Sir, of our willing- 
nefs to fly to the difconfolate relid: of 
our regretted friend. Lady Clifton has 

inclofed 
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inclofed a few lines to Mrs. Vane, which 
Ihe begs you will prefent to her at a pro* 
per time. She heard of this event by th^ 
unguarded careleflhefs of her fervant, the 
mcffenger "having mentioned iin the family 
the unhappy cnibafly on which he came. 
I w^s v^ty apprehenfive of the confe- 
quences that might follow this difagree- 
able furprifc ; but I begin to hoi)e my 
fears will prove groundlefs. Let me hear 
fxom you the firft moment you can fend us 
any favourable intelligence of Mrs, Vane, 
and rely on my fincerity, dear Sir, when 
I fubfcribe myfelf, with refpedt. and 
•efteem, moft truly yours. 

Robert Clifton. 
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LETTER XXIX. 

Lady Clifton to Mrs. Vane. 



Ip E R M I T me, my^ friend, my deareft 
Olivia, to fhare your forrows. Suf- 
fer me to entreat that you would not 
injure your iiealth, by giving way to. a 
melancholy that cannot recal the cruel 
llroke for which you weep. Need I re- 
m ind my Olivia, that it was by the arm 
of Omnipotence her lamented hufband 
received his awful fummons to eternity, 
or death in any fhape would not have 
been permitted to fnatch its devoted 
vidim. — Ah ! why Ihould we lament the 
lot of thofe who are taken from the 
trying ills of life, which even the hap- 
pieft amongft us find fufBcient to wean us 
from a world never meant to be con- 

iidered 
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fidered but as a journey to a better? 
Only refled:, that on that happier ihore 
your Henry is now repofed, and that a 
few fleeting years will again reftore him 
to all he loved whilft here. May time, 
aided by religion and refignation, teach 
you to confider the death of Mr. Vane 
with a lefs degree of anguifli, and reftore 
.that peace to your bofom i which, if he 
is permitted to look down on our lov^er 
world, it would increafe his immortal 
happinefs to fee you poflefs. ^ 

Ever moft truly 

» 
and tenderly yours, 

Eliza'-Cijifton. 
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L E T T E R XXX. 

Mr. Beevor to Lord Davenport* . 

My Dear Lord, 

A RE you prepared with a fufficient 
degree of tefolution to be informed 
of an event, in which your heart will 
perhaps find itfelf more interefted than 
you imagine ; but at the fame time at- 
tended with circumftances that call for 
your fortitude to fupport ? — The unfor- 
.tPnate Mr. V>ne ! — An ijntimely death 
has: terminated his mortal exiftence, and 
called him from a world, in which he 
Ihared a large portion of happinefs. Mrs. 
-Vane is at prefent extremely ill, and re- 
duced to a ,ftate of mifery that beggars 
all defcription. Doubt not of her re-. 
ceiving from me every relief that is in 
.niy;powcr to adminifter^ nor will better 



aavice 
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advice be wanted. Dodlor N — has vifited 
her feveral times. She is furroundcd with 
a number of her friends at this impor- 
tant and- dangerous period, who arc too 
much interefted in whatever concerns her 
to negleft any means that will tend to the 
prefervation of fo invaluable a life. • A 
few days will, I truft, enable me to fend 
you a more favourable account, as in that 
time the crifis will be arrived that ^ill 
bring her fever to its height. I hope 
much from her youth, and the ftrength, 
of her conftitution. If you apply to Lady- 
Clifton, ftie will be able to give you intel- 
ligence of her friend, as Ihe will be ac- 
quainted with every turn of her diforder^ 
and of every other circumftance that you^ 
may wilh on this intercfting occafion to be 
informed of. — Ever, my good Lord^ 
Moft rcfpedtfully 

and fincerely yours, 

Thomas Beevor; 
E 3 LETTER 
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LETTER XXXI. 

The Rev. William Goldwyn to 
Sir RoBERt ClIftok. 

"^TR S. Varie, after fuftainihg d moil try- 
ing confliiSt with the fterri cbnquerbi^ 
of all, is, thank Heavfen I reftdred to thc^ 
ferveht prayers anti anxious wifties of hcf 
numerous friends. The feVer, which dgh- 
t'een days raged with fuch viblence as to 
banifli from our boforns evefy remainift^ 
tay of hope, has abated ; and fhe is^ it 
laft, pronouhced out of danger by her 
phyficiah, and' friendly apothecary Mr. 
Beevor. The lattef has paid her^an at- 
tention, and given proofs of his- experi- 
ence, that have juftly raifed him to the 
highefl: pitch of general admiration. He 

ftands 



OLIVIA. 79 

ffiands firft in my opinion, as to his pro- 
fbflion ; and he has an equal claim to my 
flriendftiip for the goodnefs of his heart, 
which on a former occafion I firft became 
acquainted with. 

Mrs. Vane is reduced to a mere fha- 
iow. Sicknefs has ftolen the rofes from 
Ixer cheek, and forrow robbed her of that 
ifclightful cheerfulnefs, which imparted 
plcafure to thofe around : But I truft 
:hat time will again reftore to this dc- 
eftM fufferer the bleflings, of which de- 
juir has at prefent deprived her. She 
jveeps inceflantly; and it is with difficulty 
ve can prevail upon her 1:o fpeak. We 
hink it beft to give way to the firft tor- 
•ents of a grief^ which real on would in 
;ain attempt to oppofe. When ftie talks 
)f her deceafed companion and juftly- 
amented huft>and, we join with her; and 
)ur tears are grateful to her, becaufe ihey 
jre convincing teftimonies that he was 
Icar to us. — Mr. and Mrs. Hamilton and 
E 4 their 
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their fon came here on the firft intelligence 
they received of Mr. Vane^s death ; and 
they followed him to that folemh recep- 
tacle, in which he was inclofed with his 
anceftors. Never, I believe, was a man 
more univerfally regretted. 

Tell Lady Clifton, that her friend has 
promiled me to anfwer her affedidonate 
letter, as foon as (he can preVail' upon 
herfelf to take up a pen ; but at prefent 
flie is unequal to the attempt. 

To-morrow Mrs. Goldwyn and myfelf 
fliall leave the Grove. My Emily will 
continue with our Olivia. Mr. and Mrs. 
Hamilton, and their Auguftus, will like- 
wife remain with the haplefs mourner fome 
wl^eks longer. 

Mr. Vane has left to his OK via the bulk 
of his fortune. The ten thoufand pounds 
prefented to her by her uncle, were im- 
mediately fettled upon her, and given to 
her own difpofal. She is therefore become 
pofleffed of a very large property, which 

I doubt 
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1 doubt not her feeling and generous 
heart will ftudy to render beneficial to di- 
ftrefs. Join with me, my friend, in wilh- 
ing it may ferve to render her own bofom, 
in evefy future event of life, lefs aCceflible 
to affliftion. 

Yours, 

WlLLIAAT GoLDWYrf, 
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LETTER XXXII. ^ 

Lord Davenport to Mr. Beevor* 

G H E lives, my Beevor ! — and may every 
guardian angel of virtue waft the tranf- 
porting tidings to earth's remoteft bounds f 
— Olivia lives ! and Davenport again dares 
to encourage the delightful hope, that (lie 
will one day live for him; — and that the 
cheerful fun will rife with redoubled fplen-- 
dor^ to refled: her foft, her foothing fmiles 
oa the man who firft taught her uncor- 
riipted heart the power of Love ! — Yet, 
even in hope I tremble, and in defpair 
T hope. — Olivia fdll lives, and is free — • 
i'l'te to choofe : — But unlefs I am that 
choice, neither Jieaven nor earth could 
contain vac j:id the mortal who ihould bQ 
v'l-iring enough to attonuu ihe dcilrudlion 

of 
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of my new-raifed hopes! Watch her, 
Beevor, with redoubled care. Remem- 
ber that Davenport, the grateful, the 
not long fince defpairing lover of Olivia, 
entrulls to your charge the treafure he 
values more than life, nay more than 
worlds! ;Sl>c muft not, (hall not die! 
A thoufand tormenting deaths would hers • 
inflift on me. ^ . 

Yet, think not I could hear unmoved 
the fate of my envied, happy^ fuccefsful 
rival. I even wept his untiJiiely fall, and 
iviflied I could have faved him from the . 
grave. I imagined I faw him contending . 
with the waters for hfe and for Olivia. 
Oh ! who would not die to be fo lament- 
ed by an Olivia ! Yet, tell me not, Bee- 
vor, if ihe weeps much longer — left I- 
become jealous and envious of the dead. 

Methinks I walk in air : — the world is 
become enchanting, the people entertain- 
ing. I no longer am a reclufe that fly 
the cheerful haunts of men, but a fociabfe 
being, that feel an inclination to attach 
E 6 myfelf 
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myfelf to my fellow- mortals. I pretend 
not to difpute that pleafure may be found 
on earth, or that its influence is to be de- 
nied by any but the wilful children of dif- 
content. 

Remember, Beevor, that to you is en - 
trufled not only the life of Olivia, but 
that of your friend, the grateful 

Davenport^ 



LETTER 
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LET T E R XXXIII. 
Miss Golpwyn to Miss Creswell^ 

'T* H E late awfiil and unfortunate event 
at Vane-Grove will, I know, plead 
my excufe with my Bertha, for the unu^ 
fual length of my filence. Alas ! I have 
done nothing but weep the unhappy death 
of Mr. Vane, who had, by his generofity 
and goodnefs, rendered himfclf inexpref- 
fibly dear to me. My friend ! my fifterl 
her fufFerings have likewifc called for my 
tears and attention. She lives ; and, thank 
Heaven ! begins once more to reaffume 
the exercife of her long-tried virtues, by 
the renewal of that pious refignation 
which fo often has been called upon for 
its exertion : but> like gold, fhe is the 
purer for every additional trial. I look 

up 
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up to her. Bertha, with a reverence of 
affedlion bordering upon idolatry^ .Sure* 
ly death is in its effefts fufficiently ter- 
rible, without its being attended by fuch 
a nuniber of melancholy appendages ! — 
Who can behold the coffin, the hearfe, . 
the grave, without terrer and apprehcn- 
five trembling ? Such is the attachment 
wc feel, as mortalis, to the frail body we 
are pemutted for a tioae to inhabit* At 
a diilance we think of a reparation from 
it with caknnefe and compofiire; but 
when the folemn moment arrives, our 
feelings become mtore interefted. To the 
abandcMied it is ihen a fcene of the molt 
agonizing terror ; to the good, a moft 
awful kflbn of wiiUom. How much more 
dreadful to the tender foul of fenfibility 
muft it be, to fee the laft ftruggies of de- 
paiting nature in thofe we love ! 

Mr. and Mrs. Hamilton are flill at the 
Grove : At prefent they cannot think of 
leaving Mrs. Vane. Auguftus is likewife^ 
here ; and his cheerfulnefs has been par- 
ticularly 
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ticularly ufcfiil to the whole circle at this 
glbomy periods Mrs. Hamilton is a mcrfl 
aMiable, accompUflied, and interciliHg wo- 
man : She is- poflelHed t)f a heart that, 
by having been tried with forrow, (hares 
in -a more lively nmnner the diftrefles of 
others. Well does fhe deferve the pro- 
fpcft of felicity, which prornifes to crown 
her latter days with profperity and con- 
tentment ! I already feel for her the af- 
feftion of a daughter ; and Mrs. Vanp 
confiders Irer as a blefling given by a 
w^chfal Providence, to foften and ^«- 
viate the rigour of her fufferings. 

Notwithftanding the particular fcverity 
of the feafon, Auguftus, accompanied by 
your Emily, frequently rambles round the 
Grove ; and in the various beauties which 
even the prefent fcene affords, we ceafe 
to regret the more enchanting fweets that 
Nature has wifely ordained Ihould give 
place to the prefent ; and by that means 
render the delightful change doubly grate- 
ful. Every tree is now beautifiilly de- 
corated 
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corated by- the froffc, which clings about 
the branches, long fince ftripped of their 
verdure ; whilft the faint rays of the fun 
juft ferve to make their frozen gems ret- 
f]ptendent. Though the thrufli, hnner, 
and nightingale refufe to entertain us with, 
their melodious concerts ; though the air 
is piercingly cold, and holds the iilver 
rivulets in chains of ice,- yet does the en* 
tertaining face of nature exhibit a thou^ 
fand charms. 

The hour is arrived in which I pro^ 
mifed to attend Mrs. Vane ; therefore ex- 
cufe me, Bertha; for haftily throwing a^ 
fide the pen to obey the calls of friends 
fliip, gratitude^ and love. 

Emiwt GoldwyN4» 



LETTER 
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L P: T T E R XXXIV. 

Mrs. Vane to Lady Clifton. 

f 

T Take up my pen, in obedience to the 
commands, of friendlhip : but alas ! 
of what can I write but mifery ? I was 
the adopted child of forrow from my 
birtli ; and I fliall continue fo till laid in 
the mournful grave, which has fo lately 
taken from me the deareft treafure I pof- 
fefled'. In my Henry^s tomb my Happi- 
nefs is now inclofed ; and till the fetters 
of death are (haken off by the laft tre- 
mendous fummons, I have no hope of 
its being reftored. Ah ! that my life had 
been allowed to pay the forfeiture of his ! 
— 'Xis a felfifli wi(h, and I fubmit. 

You anxioufly enquire after my health. 
Tis better, Eliza : — But where now are 

the 
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the bleffings with which it is faid to be" 
attended? My mind is too fick to ac- 
knowledge, as it ought, the relief which 
the weak body has received from fever 
and from pain. 

Yet, why fliould mortals dare to mur- 
mur and complain, whilft the experienced 
uncertainty of life fhews the folly of fix- 
ing our hearts upon any of its enjoyments, 
or daring to reft our hopes on what \ye 
know is mortal ? We are furely more apt 
to lament the fall of thofe who are 
fnatched to an untimely grave, without, 
being indulged with one.-fliort moment 
in which to fettle their account with 
death, or prepare for that unknown 
change which lies beyond it§ reach. Hu- 
man nature muft feel the efFefts of the 
fudden changes to which it is expofed, 
whilft to complain is a privilege to which- 
the unhappy claim a right, from the in-, 
dulgence of their friends. 

How did I once regret being confined 
to tliis place ? 1 ftiould now think it a 

paradife. 
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paradife^ if never permitted to exceed its 
bounds, had my companion been left 
me. 

But foiitary and comfortlefs are now( 
the haunts which content and cheerful- 
nefs lately rendered plcafing. Every thing 
in nature Is now equally dull and dreary 
Mufic has loft its power to charm, com? 
pany is irkfome, and all amufements tafte* 
bfs.-r-The approach of ipring I once be- 
held with impatient delight, Hopelefs 
of happincfs, what is fpring to me ? Each 
hour is marked with anguifh : for he who 
ihared thofe pleafures with me is gone 
for ever,~Tell me, Lady Clifton, why was 
-Olivia felected from the reft of woman- 
kind, to have the fevereft Ihafts of adver- 
ficy pointed againft her bofom ? 

What Solon told Groefus, in relation to 
his claim of happinefs, 1 ^m convinced 
was right. That death alone could difclofe 
the fecrett 

I will complain no more ; my grief 
ihall not be allowed to become burthen- 

fome 
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LETTER XXXV. 

Lord Davenpokt to Mr. Beevor. 

T GRANT, thoU' favourite fon of Efcu- 
lapius, to friendihip all the merits that 
are its due. 'Tis a foft foother of the 
human heart when oppreffed with cares ; 
*tis a refource to which we fly when en- 
circled with diftrefs ; and on its generous 
bofom the care-worn fon of mifery relies 
for cpnfoJation. I never denied its power, 
or fled from the delights it offered, till 
under the dominion of difcontent. But 
tell me, thou cold rej^foner, is th^re not 
a paflion far more delightful to the foul 
of man ? I mean a friendfliip founded on 
love, or love refined and heightened by 
friendfliip ? — I would give my argument 

fuflicient 
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fufficient weight, to convince you of its 
truth ; but I am at this moment too hap- 
^Yj rcftlefs, and impatient to be a philo- 
fophcr, even in 'theory. 

The certainty of I^rs. Vane*s recovery, 
the idea of her being free again to choofe, 
the knowledge I have th^t I was once 
dear to her, and the being at liberty to 
tell her of my love, which never yet for- 
fook the firft fair objeft of its adoration, 
— thefe are the only reflexions that can 
aftuate the fanguine heart of Davenport; 
and fo fully do they engrofs his every 
thought, that no other, fleeping or wak- 
ings can find a momentary admiflion, 
;ihould (he prove refolute in refufing me ! 
'* — But I will not, dare not look that way. 
Surely I have^ already been fufEciently 
^niihed by mercilefs fortune, without 
that additional ftroke of infuppbrtable 
mifery. 

' i know that you will laugh, after my 
•paaegyric on love, at the pains 1 have 

taken 
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taken to convince you, that k>ve is com^ 
pofed of inconiiftcBcies, ch^ it makes us 
feel^elight \\\ tor.rt)entsr^eafe in n^sfoftune^ 
pleafure from pain, and even liope in def- 
pair ; but I wiU in future be refolutely 
determined to cheriih hope.-r-The noble 
fenriments of pity and generofity, I know, 
were early and carefully implanted in the 
mind of my gentle Olivia by the beft of 
men, whofe meek fpirit had no yic^ to 
cheriih, no pride to mortify either itfelf 
or any one elfe; and whilft he taught 
others the rules of right and wrong, con- 
vinced them, by his undeviating life, that 
he could pradife what he taught : and I 
want not to be t'old, that the adopted 
daughter of kis afFedion retains the honeyed, 
leffons of benevolence in all their original 
purity. — Can Ihe then condemn jnp, foir 
one. fault, to a Hfe of never ceaiipg 
mifery ? • . .^ 

Take care, BeQVor, that this angel does 
not fteal from us, to join her £fter angels 

an 
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in rheir kiiKlred fkies, whilft we, frail 
mortals, are planning fchcmcs to detain 
her amongft us. Waich her, therefore, 
with imceafing attention. As you value 
the peace of Davenport preferve Olivia, 
and be my more than fiiend, the guar- 
dian of my happinefs. 

To no other being do Idius freely ex- 
plain my fentiments, or venture to dif- 
clofe the real fituation of my heart. 

The woes occafioned by love meet 
with little compaflion from the world ; — 
unfeeling ridicule will ^^v-er aim her fliafts 
at them, and cenfure eagerly condemn, 
without making any allowance for the 
ftrength of that paffion to^ which, I be- 
Heve, every inhabitant of the world, at 
one part or other of their lives, are 
obliged to fubmit. 

This perverfe Lady Clifton, to whom I 
have already ventured to impart the revival 
of my long loft hopes, has been in the ftra\y 
but one week : when able to take fo long 

Vol. IIL F a jour- 
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a journey, flie propofes, accompanied hy 
Sir Robert, to yifit her friend; and they 
^ take infinite pains to convince me, that any 
attempt to fee Mrs. Vane, till a longer 
time has elapfed, would by her be con- 
fidered as unpardonable, and by the 
world as imprudent. They have, how- 
ever, gracioufly promifed to venture the 
pronunciation of my name to the fair 
widow, during their flay at the Grove — 
more, they laughingly tell me, they dare 
not undertake in my behalf. I am much 
pleafcd with this amiable, good-^humoured 
couple, with whom I have lately fpent a 
great deal of my time ; and my little 
Olivia is already very fond of Lady Clif- 
ton. 

Remember, Beevor, that I befpe^tk sin 
apartment in your houfe, to be ready for 
my reception a'gainft the day on which 
Sir Robert and Lady Clifton make their 
appearance at the Grove. I . infift on be- 
ing your boarder during my flay at *** j 

the 
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^he length of which depends entirely on 
that £ver-adorable and moft lovely fair 
one of her fex, who will for ever conti- 
nue to rule the future deftiny of the en- 
jraptured 

Davekport, 
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C. H A P. LV, . J 

'•■ Miirrative rentived. . , 

TN fhis place wc miift again return 't© 
narrative for the carrying. on our hif- 
tory, as a frequent intercourfe between 
the principal parties made fuch ji:iaterial 
interruption in .their correfpohdence, as 
would render it too unconneft'ed to con- 
*yey an account with the regularity and 
precifion that is jaecefiary ; ajid (hall only 
iiave recourfe to thofe letters for its con- 
tinuance, which will be moft ufeful in 
,difcoyering the fituation of the writers. 

Mifs Goldwyn, about three montlis 
after the death of Mr, Vane, was, with 
difficulty, prevailed upon to give her 
hand to Auguftus ; fo great was her re- 
lu'ilance to be feparated from her difcori- 

fokue 
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folate friend, to whom her young heart 
was juftly and mod tenderly attached. 
On' receiving, however, a promife froni 
her lover and his parents' that (he fliould 
be allowed to dedicate and fpend a great 
portion of her time with Mrs. Vane, Ihe 
confented to become the wife of him- 
wha had long been the unrivalled polTef- 
jfor of her heart. The marriage was ce^ 
lebratcd at Mr. Goldwyn's, and he him- 
felf joined the hand of his daughter with' 
tliat of Mr. Hamilton, whofe father afted 
widi the utrhoil generofity in refpect to*^ 
fettlcments, &g. 

A few days after the confummation of 
thefe happy nuptials, the young pair re- 
turned to Vane-Grove, and were received, 
by its fair owner, with a cheerfulnefs that 
increafed their pieafure : they continued 
M'ith her till the (^ay previous to the ar- 
rival of Sir Robert and Lady Clifton ;. 
but Mrs. Vane' would not confent to their* 
dejgarture till they mutually promifed to 
F'3 return,. 
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return, as foon as her vifitors fhould leave 
her. 

Mrs. Vane could not meet her friends, 
without feeling a thoufand tender remem- 
brances jevived by their prefence. ThC; 
happy hours they had paffed together, 
during the time they were laft at the. 
Grove, were immediately recoUeftcd, and- 
the, dreadful accident which had prevent- 
ed the pirefent moments being delightful,^ 
brought to her mind the whole of that 
tremendous moment which had termi- 
nated her happinefs. For fome minutes 
tears alone explained the conflifts which 
each had to fuftaki on this occafion ;: nor 
could they, till fome hours had elapfed, 
bring themfelves to converfe with any de- 
gree of compofure. 

Lady Clifton, unlike many of bur mo- 
dern mothers, could not think of being 
feparated from her little fon, and had, 
therefore, brought him with her to the 
Grove. The introduction of the young 
fb*anger, who was foon admitted, gave a 

more 
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niore checrfiil tiirn to the converfation ^ 
and he was welcomed by Mrs. Vane with 
a thpufand fond careffes. • 

My fair readers may, perhaps, be im- 
patient, at this period, to receive fome 
tidings, of Lx>rd Davenport : we will, 
therefore, inform them that he arrived 
at Mr. Becvor's the fame hour in which 
his friends reached the Grove ; and there 
he determined to remain till fome fortu- 
nate opportunity (hould be found that 
would be favourable to his introduftion, 
for which he waited with all the eager 
impatience of a lover; and was, with the 
utmoft difficulty, prevailed upon r\ot to 
make his appearance, without waiting the 
tirefome fufpenfe of a formal introduftion, 
which it wounded his heart to think of 
being neceflary. 

Here then, we muft leave him, in or- 
der ta return to our party at the Grove, 
With much perfuafion the friends of Mrs, 
Vane prevailed upon her to accompany 
tbem in their airings, which at this time 
F4 . was 
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was ncccflary.to the heakh of botli ladies; 
A&er J>eing out once or 'twice OberTchaiDd 
tance abated, and^ in :avft)Bor<:rtimejvftie 
became one of ^rficir ps^ity jflthout.Iiiilw 
willingncfs ; and very foon ibundf:>tfac! 
goad efiefts whrch air and;fi3:crcife[|)ra^' 
duced. They likewife prevailed lapoiii 
her to* admit th^ vifits of a fev?i;felp3r. 
friends, and. no longcp reftife to Ibarom' 
thofe innocent amufements in? tvhibh &6 
once delighted. This was gaining a yaft: 
deal: and Lady Clifton, after ha viiig' 
been eagerly folicited by Lord Davesa-^ 
port, with whom (he and Sir Robert had 
many ftolcn interviews, A^entufed to pro- 
nounce his name, and told Mrs. Yahe, 
that flic was furprifcd fliefliould fo ldng = 
have omitted to enquire after fo old: and- 
partial a friend. . ' ..!• >r:^ 

Olivia ftartcd.at' the well-known. nanie^- 
and with bliifliing cpnfufion replied, that ' 
her prefent dillrefling fituation' muft plead 
her excufc for any omiflion flie had been * 
guilty of, in negleding to enquifc after • 

thofe 
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liofe who liad any claim to h^ temem-- 
>rance.^ Lady Cliftort, ^ftcr-ibnie litrle. 
x)faverfation infirefpdftilo the'prefent ftabe. 
)fii LxDrd. Davenp(jrt*B 'ifFairs, >ihoilght* It 
>cttertx> drop' the iubjcct;.but did not-dci 
b till after flie informed Mrs. Varie, that 
hejand- Sir Robert had lately, become 
Bcquainted with his lordlhip ;- that they*' 
i«rcaipott:terrtis of intinla€y^; and-tHat!' 
hey ffelt thcmfelvcs attached to him and. 
lis fwea:: Olivia,, who was a moft lively 
JiikL . Mrs. Vane during, the above re- 
rital was both referved and fileat- but 
vhen (he; retired to her chamber, flie 
:onld not help recoUedting all that had 
)aired,' and thinking it very fingiilar that 
-^ady Clifton had chofen to introduce fo 
hunge and urtexpefted a. converfation;. 
Lnd ftie wiflied, with a.figh, that the fubr 
tct might never be revived,- as Lord 
Davenport's prefent or faliire fituation- 
x>uld.not be of the iealt. coufequence: 
ovher. 
Mr. Beejor, a few' days aft er^ called i 
'[• ' F 5 uporn 
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upon Mrs. Vane, and after congratnlatr 
ing her with friendly warmth on her 
amended looks, which now promifed a 
fpijedy return of health, ventured to in- 
form herj Lord Davenport was at that 
time his vifitor; and that he was com- 
miffioned by his noble gueft to intreat; 
that Mrs. Vane would permit him to pay 
his refpefts to her at the Grove. The 
furprife which took poffeffion of Olivia's 
features at this moment, was too ffaiking 
to pafs unnoticed by him who had occa- 
fioned it by the mention of his embafly. 
She was diftrefled, and, for a moment,^ 
knew not whether to permit or refufe the 
felf-fought invitation : but recolledling 
that it would look particular to prohibit 
his lordfhip's calling upon her, and that a 
refufal might be liable to mifconftrudtions, 
fhe had juft refolution, with faultering ac- 
cents, to reply, that as fhe faw but littlb 
company, flie would have been glad that 
his lordfhip had not thought of the cere- 
mony ol" making her a vifit; but. if he 

Ihould 
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fliould continue in the mind to do her 
that honour, flie would certainly receive 
him. 

No fooner had Mr. Beevor obtained 
leave for the adrriiffion of his friend than 
he was impatient to impart the glad tid- 
ings to him ; - and fo eager was his lord- 
fhip to avail himfelf of the reluftant in- 
vitation that had been extorted from the 
lovely widow, that it was with fom^ diffi- 
culty he was prevailed uporf lo defer hi^ 
vifit to the following day, when, finding 
it impoffible any longer to prevent his 
impatient and enamoured gueft from gra- 
tifying his wifties in beholding the dear 
enflaver of his heart, Mr. Beevor agreed 
to accompany ^him ; and ' they arrived at 
the Grove, without any other ceremony 
than fending a fervant vinto the room to 
pronounce their requeft to -be admitted. 
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CHAP. LVL . '^f^ 

^ie C:\i':^* zf Ls^^ ff^y ^''^ Defpahn, 

nrO dsfcribe the feir?, the not un- 
dciigbttu! cor.Sicls of Lord Davefl- 
port at the monicrit of his being deJSred 
to walk icta the room, in which was 
fe.ited the dejeded Mrs. Vane, would bfe 
an attempt idle and fruit lelV. He ap* 
proached her with a kind of awe atid 
rranfport that fcemed contending for 
victory ; and he paid his compliments in 
a language fcarcely intelligible ; nor w^s 
he anfwered with a much greater degree 
of firmnefs. Sir Robert and Lady Clif- 
ton, by addreffing his Lordfhip^ relieved' 
him from his cmbarrafllnents ;: and he 
was very foon enabled to join in the coii- 
vcrfation which took place, with fome 

degree 
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Jegree of compofurc. Mrs. Vane, during- 
his flay, preferved an univerfal filencc, 
and though fhe wiflied to (hake off a re- 
ferve, to which Ihe was unaccuftonied^ 
ihe found hferfclf uiwWe to idcomplilh her 
defire. Notliing very material palled 
at thistime that cpiild give Mrs. Vane the 
lead reafon ta imagine that his Lordftiip 
had ^y fiarther- intemion iivmaking ify 
than ro pay her the ciVTlity,.. which He 
might think was due to any acquaintance 
in a^^fituation frmilar to her own. She 
was, however, much difcontented with her 
own behaviour upon the occafibn,- and 
wiftiedrlhe had been- able to have r^c^ived 
him with lefs difcompofure on his firft 
entrance, and lefs referve after the ifirft. 
in.trodudtion was over. 
•;,-Lord Davcnporr, ever ready to tor* 
lAjent himfclf with all the lover*^ catalogue 
: of doubts and fears^ iiiiagined that the 
whole of Mrs. Vane's behjlviour had been 
ftichj-astiotanly. difcovered the moft dc^ 
tit^rmined indifference, but akind'of dif* 
• '-- . like 
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like and terror : not once had her languid 
eye met his, not one fmile had appeared 
to tell him that he was a welcome gueft ! 
He paffed a relllefs night, and the next 
morning, when he rode our,- with a kind 
of- magnetical impulfe, directed his horfe 
towards the Grovcw However, on his 
approaching the enchanting fpot that 
contained the treafure dearell to his foul, 
he found himfelf attraded by fonae in- 
vifible charm to go on ; and he called at 
the door to enquire after the health of 
Mrs. Vane and her friends. He. was not 
invited in ; and he returned with an .in- 
creafing load of defpondence anddifcon- 
tent. ' .- ■ . 

The next day, however, he determined 
once more to attempt gajning^ admit- 
tance ; and he fucceeded. ^ His Lprdfhip 
felt himfelf lefe embarraffed on his ei>* 
tranqe,: land .MrjS. Vane difcovcred' ,lefs 
difcoftipofpre »^nd furprife at feeing Jxim. 
Lady ; Clifton had. taught her to exj)eA 
the continuance of his vifits ; and en* 

quired 
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quired if they would be difagr^eable to 
her ? She made little reply to the queftion 
of her friend, who could not, with all 
her perfuafions, prevail upon her to fatisfy 
the impatience of a curiofity, which pror 
cecded from the fincerity of her affedtion ; 
but Mrs, Vane confidered fuch interro- 
gations as premature. The refolutions 
that flie had formed in her own mindj 
Ihe determined ftriiily to adhere to ; and 
therefore, whatever defigns Lord Daven^ 
-port might; h^Ve formed, or whatever 
hopes he might cherifli, whenever • the 
moment arrived for an explanation of 
themi Ihclhould know how Ihe was tp 
.^& ; but was 6rmly refolute that no per- 
fuafions Ihould ever prevail upon her to 
alter the plan which flte had laid down for 
Jher future conduftv 

.^Lord Da:vcnport continued: to repeat 
.his vifii-i'qDorc. frequently ;:yet (»ot a- fingle 
ray • o£t bopcj 'had. found. ita way 'to bis 
bofom, iMrs. Vane, *tii< true, fometimes 
received, him. with fmileti^ jand Uflened to 
. •--. .*• his 



hts-convecfation with complacehcy ;. -n^rttr* 
thelefs, Ihc was too placidy, toot ferenci. 
aeil coQipofed to be undtr. the ii^denrsr* 
ofva i>affion tbar fo long b'adiexiftedr' m 
his borom to- torment' him. If bis .pre^ 
fQDCC afforded any fatisfad:ion, her vtvfes 
apprehenfiYe his abfence gave no-^paimi. 
Thcfe fears,, therefore, had ptcwnteii: 
him givhig a fingle hinf. of. the hopes feerr 
had dfired* to encourage, and which 'h!o 
dreaded an open avowal of bis paffiojir 
would cruih forever. He therefora dcv . 
tcrniined to» reft as fatisficd with- his 
prci'ent fttuition as his own heart wonld 
let bimy and truft his fiiture: deftinfi 
to. the uncertain influence of tinie and. 
chance. :'■ t 

Sir Robert and Lady Clifton,, after 
Haying fix weeks at the Grove, were 
obliged to^rctvirn^to town; and thieydid' 
not propofe reyifiting the; country till 
thei^ own houfe was fitted up for their 
reception, which in a few months they 
expefted woiiUl be completed- Mrs. 
. /^ ^ Vane,. 
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Vane,! aarhc departure of her guefts, 
claimed the protnife that bad been made 
hisrbyiMr..andMrsi Hamilton^ vfho'Wdre' 
too dsady: tn obc^ the fiimmoni tci-le|t het 
remain long by herfelf,.^ : .,.' . 

Mrs*. Vane ofteir wondered thdt Lord 
Davenport continued to reiide fotorig iit' 
the; country, nor did Ihe ever bear- onyi 
tailt ?o^ Ais: leaTtng :iK She wilhed hi 
might -not have cncooraged any hopee 
wktch depended on her to realize. Though 
file had dutliyed her o^vn happinefs, ihe 
trembled at the terrifying idea of de- 
llfiaying the peace of others^; ihc'thought 
it pacti^iularly unfortunate that Ihe could 
not be left uninterrupted,, to fpend her 
Jife in the manner her widowed heart 
had. made- choice of* 



'I ■:■ 
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c HA P.- Lvrr. ' . 

. ' .. . .1 

Rati(ml,and Laudable Amufemetits^ ■ 

t 

QLIVI A had already eftablifliied fw,o ufe- 
ful fchoals, forihe benefit of die young 
and umnftrudted inhabitants o^ the viUage^ • 
Sl^e fee >part a certain funr to be dii^ - 
tributed antiuaUy for ;tlifi relief of the 
aged and. infirm. To every young girlj, . 
*hofe condufl: was found without ' re^-T 
proach, ihe gaVe a finall portion on the. 
day of'niarriage^ with a promife not tofv 
withdraw her bounty, if Ihe found they^ ^ 
continued to deferve it. Olivia likewife de*. 
termined, as her farms- became vacant, 
to have them leflened, whereby a larger 
number of honeft and induftrious people . 
might get a comfortable livelihood. 
As, foon ais the young girls had been 

taught 



O L rl VIA. ti5 

taught to work, they were conftantly em- 
ployed with making cloathing for the old 
people £he maintained; and jthe boya were; 
by her dire(9ioni after fchool-hours, en-* 
gaged iA fome \4feful branch , of huf- 
bwdry> to enable them tp get |hdir own 
t^ead whe^ the time limited .for their 
going tQ fchool fliould be expired* 
Through thefe mean? they were, by being 
cenft^nitly employed, kept firomi. idleneft 

and vice* and tbfcir mwual tlik was con- 

'it'. 

£d.eFed ^s an . indulgence ; becaufe, it 
well perfQrmed^ it was fvire to be fol- 
lowed wijh a: liberal rewiard from the 
|)tewiolent hjind pf their generous, par- 
troaefe, ; ■•.;.*•.■. " 

From fuch employments as; thefe> Mrs* 
Vane fouxkd relief to thofe forrows that 
the enexorable hand of death had brought 
upon her t arid if ftie was far, very far 
removed from happinefs, found herfelf 
much nearer to contentment, than (he had 
ever fuppofed Providence again would 
place her. 

Lord 
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Lottl' Dameri|x)rt ' met \<?itK • another 
friend W thfe geiltleand "gbbd-huiirdWed 
Mrs. Harhiltori. Nelthferdie no^ Aiiguftus 
were \irtdcquaintcd \Vtth tlie itilfery/ kh J 
difcontent that had *ftcc6irii^nied hini 
through fift. Thejr cdmpaffiOiiated his 
fufferingSj ?aild wifliedi the hour migKt 
airive that {hould fmd- Mb. Vane' left 
averfetothe renewal oftlrbfe v<f)\frsi;*'^t}ie 
forfeiaire of ^vhibK had 'bebi arffcndeidw 
with fuch a long and'tryilig train *6f ills'-: 
but from \^hat they were kbfe to diltovery 
from the fentiments of their friend^ they 
appreh'^nded ikitcc' tlie clofiri^fceiie of his 
life would not be more Terette or' ' ttrigfit 
than the part of it that had already pafled 
fo heavily along the rugged road of tirtie, 
which flies not- with the fons and dkn^h*. 
ters of mifery.. Pkafed, however, * witk 
his converiXtioni improved by ' his iriaJd- 
ners, iiiftrufted by his fentiments, and 
delighted wiih his good-humour and afi 
fability, riiey prefled hiin ' to make hft 
vifits mor,e frequently ; and as far. as they 

' dOrit: 
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Klurft venture to oblige him^ .^^^^^^^^^ ^f" 
fending Mrs. Vane, they gave him every 

-opportunitjr xhey coul^ coq^riye, ;t9 co^- 
yerfe with the, companioa 4)e wiflied to 

^pleale and entertain. . 

But ftill the Jbiours fled, aud I^c made 
no. progress towards the accompUlhment 
of thofe. jwifliQs., his heart was io. -eagerly 
inipati^tfQ;p.btain. Hq.trej^hlpd to rAifiik 

^ ^h^t.t]b.e mpment he vpntured to. declare 
his p^ifion might , terminate his vifits at 
the Grpyei apd he could not fupix)le 
any .ill.. fo tcrjrible as being . i3?ntei\ced to 
£?utliye his.bo.pes, and. baniflbed fiQm the 
ij[jpt,tbat^ontiined all he had ever found 
on.rpartii to render life, ^^aluable :and 
ple^fing. . , _ , J . . 

..Tl^Q-fQllgwing letter fromLrady Clifton, 
called upon, Mrs. Vane for a more full 
explanation of her fentimenta refpeding 
Ixird P^v^nport tloan (he- had been able 
tq prevail upon her tp give in an hour of 
perfonal ijitercourfe. .;. -. 

LETTER 
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LETTER XXXVI. 
.Lady Clifton to Mrs. Fane. 

London^ 

^'^^J E fafely arrived, >after a pleafant 
journey, in this noify and buftling 
place; but not without feeling infinite re- 
gret at leaving the hofpitable And fiiendly 
Lady of the Grove, to whom we think 
ourfdves much obliged for the agreeable 
hours we paffed there. Our- young travel- 
ler fupported his journey better than we 
expedled; and the little fellow is indebted 
to you for the fiitteft pair of cheeks that 
were ever given to one fo . lately entered 
on his pilgrimage. 

Tell me, my Jfriend, wMt have you 
done with the poor captive that we left to 
confole you in our abfence? I hope he 
has ere now fallen upon his knees, and 

made 
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made a 'full arid tnie confeffion, not only 
of his penitence for pail errors, -but of 
the fault of which every one, I believc> 

' is convinced he is ftill found guilty — ^that 
of being determined to love you, fo long 
as he is permitted ^:o live ; therefore, do 

. fct about contriving fome method of re- 
warding him -for what he has been obliged 
to fuffer; becaufe you happened to be 
formed more to his tafte than any other 

--of your fex. Let me tell j^ou, that 4 
think you have a great deal to anfwer for, 
being poffeffed of fo many acquired ac- 

,^ompli{hments, when nature had before 
ftudied to make them unneceffary* What 
bufinefs" had you to fteal the beauties of 
the mind, whjlft you were indulged with 

. fo large a portion of perfonal charms ? 
As to wifdom, you ought oiot to have 
had any thing to do with it : therefore, 
-let me prevail upon you to defcend from 
your celeftials, ,and aft as we, lefs per- 
'fcft mortals, (hould do in a like fituation. 
ypu muft permit Lord Davenport to 

hope. 
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hope, that the judge in whofe hands^ en: 
rather ID whole heart he has reibed his 
oiuie, will not prove inexorable tvhea 
c^led upon to pronounce his fentence. 

I allure you, that if he is condemned^- 
he has many friends much inclined to re^ 
commend him to mercy ; and I know not 
it a petition will not reach the throne in 
his favour^ if you will hoc be prevailed 
upon to liilen to the more gentle per- 
fiialions of love and pity : therefore, I 
intrcat you would^ake the caufe into con- 
iideratian, before we and the reft of the 
world pFOCCcd ag;iinft you. 

To be ferious, my firiend, I do think 
you ought to fmile on I jovd Davenport : 
bis faithkd, his unceafing conftancy dc- 
fervcs to be rewarded with the litmd he 
is withcld f?om loliciting, from a dread 
of dilappointment. 

Let me know whether he has yet ven- 
t\ired to make a declaration of his paffion, 
and tell me on what you have determined. 
—Ah .! liad you witnclTed his iuiferings 

when 
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^hea youc.Ufe was ;tbought in danger, it 
\Vpul4: he ixij.po0ible.for you to doubt one 
fo&mcqt oi thci i^i^^cnqe which you hold 
ovej^Ui€i heart of the moSc aniiablc of 

, As the ft)llowing little hiftoryhas made 
fooif buille in the fafliionable world, and 
been the chief fubjedl of convcrfation 
^Wpngft; the numerous parties that every 
4^ aflfemble; in order to pafs fentence on 
thofe who happen to come under the 
reach of their cenfure, I inclofe it for your 
perufal, and flatter myfelf it will afford 
you fome entertainment. 
,, You well remember Mifs Delia Town* 
ly, who frequently called at our houfe 
during, your flay in town. We have 
Ijeen acquainted from our infancy* — 
young, gay, and entitled to expect a 
large fortune from feveral relations to 
whom flie was very nearly allied; (he 
determined to avaU herfelf of the adven- 
tijtious advantages thrown in her way, and 
i?njoy life whilft youth and beauty were 
Vol. III. . G in 
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in her poffeflion. Having, from a child, 
been acuftomed to her humour being in- 
dulged, (he, at the age of feventeen, en- 
tered with fpirit into all the amufements 
which London has fuch infinite variety.— i 
She never troubled herfelf to make ferious 
refleaion&,or to look forwards beyond the 
prefent moment. 

Followed to every public place by ^ 
throng of admirers; by nature gay, and 
by flattery made a coquette, (he took a 
pleafure in exhibiting her lovers, becaufe 
it ferved at the fame moment to !Qiew the 
power of her charms. For a long time 
flie equally diftributed her fmiles amongfl 
them fo equally, that if no one could 
boaft more reafon to hope than another, 
none of them thought they had occafion 
to defpair. Captain Belmont, a young 
officer in the guards, flattered himfelf 
with more fanguine hopes than any of the 
reft encouraged. 

He had followed her long, and loved 
her fincerely. Sometimes he thought (he 

appeared 
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appeared to pay him more attention than 
(lie did to the others, when perhaps the 
next hour his hopes were humbled, by 
obferving her to liften with the fame ap- 
parent pleafure to fome of his rivals. 
But all his rhetoric proved unavailing to 
bring her to make any confeffion in his 
favour. Yet no difcouragement, however 
mortifying, was fufficient to make him 
give up the purfuit. Whilft matters were-^ 
thus circumflanced, a young Baronet, 
juft returned from Paris, made his ap- 
pearance in town, and very foon enlifted 
himfelf amongft the number of the gay 
Delia's admirers* So potent and dan- 
gerous a rival alarmed the whole corps of 
Cupid's votaries; but none of tliem fo 
much as Captain Belmont. He watched 
the approaches of this faftiionable rival 
with the utmoft vigilance, and faw that 
Delia paid him (as his jealoufy taught him 
to think) unufual attention. He accom- 
panied her to every public place, fat next 
her, danced with her, played with her 
G 2 fan. 
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fen, and, in the true Parifian ftile, laugh- 
ed if (he frowned, fwore that flie loved 
him, and doubted not, but, in fpite of a 
thoufand contending rivals, . the prizb 
would be his own. 

Captain Belmont, unable to bear the 
infolcnce of this new enemy to his repofe, 
fent him a challenge. The parties met, 
and Belmont was dangeroufly wounded. — 
Sir George Harley, who wanted neither 
humanity nor good-humour, no foorier 
faw his rival fall, than he felt the moft 
deep diftrels at beholding the fituation to 
which he had been the means of reducing 
him. His own houfe being not far dif- 
tant from the fpot on which they had 
fought, he had his adverfary inftantly 
conveyed to it ; and the beft advice 
was immediately called in to his af-. 
fiftance. Sir George attended him, and 
fpared neither trouble or expence to fave 
the life which he had before eagerly fought 
to deftroy. Belmont, after fuffering ex- 
jtremely from, the anguilh of his wounds, 

appeared 
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appeared in a fair way to recover, and, 
(truck with the care and generous atten- 
tion paid him by his rival, frankly ac- 
knowledged that he was entitled to his ut- 
moft gratitude, 

A friendfliip commenced between the 
two gentlemen ; and Sir George confefled 
that he never had any ferious intentions 
of matrimony, but was aduated merely 
by the gaiety of unthinking vanity, to pay 
his devoirs to Mifs Townly, from whofe 
flattering attentions to his vows, he had 
been led to believe that he did not ftahd 
undiftinguiflied in her favour : butfwore 
. he had never yet met with a woman whom 
he had thought worthy the hazard of being 
run through the body for ; that only the 
fear of being branded for a coward in the 
prefent cafe, could have induced him to 
accept the challenge of Captain Belmont, 
in a caufe wherein he owned his heart was 
but weakly interefted* 

A plan was immediately agreed upon 

between the friends, to take advantage of 

G 3 a re- 
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a report that had prevailed, of Captain 
Belmont^s being killed in the duel, in or- 
der to put Mifs Townly's heart to the 
teft, and difcover whether. Ihe really felt 
any regard for die vanquifhed Lover or 
not. Silence and fecrecy was inftantly 
infifted upon from the furgcons, in refpeft 
to the life or death of their patient ; and 
they determined, if poflible, to make out 
what effeft the fuppofed tragical fcene 
would have upon this lovely, but giddy 
coquette. Very few days anfwered their 
purpofe. Mifs Townly was acquainted 
with the duel, which her charms and^ 
cruelty had occafioned; and the untimely 
end of the unfortunate Belmont was tbkt 
her, without any preface, aggravated with 
ten thoufand melancholy additions, ta^ 
which he- was indebted to the invention 
of the public, who, in a butinefs of this 
kind, are feldom, known to confine them- 
felves to matters of fad. The aftoniftied 
and terrified Delia, thrown off her guard 
by the fudd^nefs of her furprife, imme- 
diately 
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diately difcovered a fecret, which fhe had 
not more carefully concealed from the 

^ world than fhe had endeavoured to do 

' from herfelf, was unable to fupport the 
difappointment and anguifh which her 
heart experienced. She (hut herfelf up 
in h^ apartment, refufed to fee any com- 
pany ; and a fever being brought on by 
her diftrefs, raved of Captain Belmont. 
Her friends were inexpreflibly concerned ; 

. and the alarming account of her fituation 
made known to her lover. To be con- 
vinced of the truth of what he heard, and 

- eager to know whether he himfelf was not 
•^^eivedby the fertile inventions of fidtion, 
jt was inftantly agreed upon, that Six* 

. George Harley fliould pay a viiit to the 
fair invalid ; when, from the manner of 
his reception, they would be able to judge 
if they might venture to believe the re- 
ports that had been circulated. 

Sir George that fame evening ordered 

his chair, and defired his people to carry 

him to Mr* Townly's. On fending in 

G 4 his 
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his name, the father of Delia defired hiru 
to be admitted ; wifhing to be informed, 
of the particulars of an affair that had in- 
volved him and his whole family in diCr 
trefs, by the efFe6t it had on the health 
and fpirits of his daughter. 

Sir George, on being eagerly interro- 
gated by Mn Townly to give him an ac- 
count of the unhappy affair that had, for 
fonie days, made fo much clamour, and 
which he had been repeatedly told was 
occafioned between the contending par- 
ties, by the unthinking conduft oJF Mifs 
Townly, felt both confulion and concern 
on hearing a fhort recital of only part of 
the (lory. Sir George Harley then in^* 
treated to have the honour of fpeaking to 
Mifs Townly before he mentioned any 
farther particulars refpefting the unlucky 
rencontre that was the occalGon of his 
prefent vifit. Mr. Townly faid, ' his 
daughter had been extremely indifpofed 
from the time flie had been informed df 
the dud ; but as fhe was then better, and 

had 
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hkd that day been able to fit up in her 
dreffing-room, he would venture. to in- 
troduce him. Mr. Townly wis in hopes, 
from this interview, he ftiould be able to 
difcover the truth of the whole affair, and 
from what the unhappy difpute had origi- 
nated that had occafioned the death of an 
amiable and worthy man.- 

Sir George, who wifhed on his part to 
have his curiofity fatisfied refpefting the 
fituation of Mifs Townly, as much as 
Mr: Townly did to gratify his own, as to 
the caufe of the difpute, eagerly followed 
Mr. Townly to his daughter's apartment. - 
Oh their entrance, (he was fitting in a 
ddjedbed pofture ; her face, which was pale 
a$ death, refted againft the fide of ah 
e^fy chair, on the arm of which her own 
Was placed, and held up to- fupport her 
head. On l^aring the name of Harfey pro- 
nounced by her father, (lie looked up ; tiH 
then, Ihehad not even feemed to know that 
aiiy onehad come into her room.' No 
fooiier did (he fee Sir George, ^than fhe'flcw 
G5 ofT 
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off her feat, fcreamed with terror, and de- 
xiared, Ihe woxJd not be a moment in 
Ac lame houfe with the deftroyer of her 
<dear, her murdered Behnont. Sir George 
gracefully bent one knee to the ground, 
and intreated to be heard ; but flie would 
not be prevailed upon to hear any thing 
he had to fay ; and appearing as if flie 
would faint, the gentlemen haftily with- 
drew. 

Sir George, however, did not depart 
without acquainting the diftreffed father 
©f die now unhappy and penitent Delia 
with the whole account of the tranfaftion;. 
mentioned the danger the Captain had 
been in from his wounds, but of his be« 
ing nearly recovered from them ; of his 
having been carefully attended in bis 
houfe from the moment of his fall : to 
that circumftance, he faid, was owing the 
report which had been circulated of his 
death. The old gentleman was tranf* 
ported, and hugged Sir George for the 
good news he brought ; vowed he wouM 

fee 
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iee his dd &iead> the Captaki^ next 
monung ; ai>d if he wanted farther nurf- 
itjg, believed he CQidd teH him of a per- 
fon that wovdd .gia^ly undertafce tjic <rf- 
&CC. Sir George now took leave^ a|i4 
was eager to injpart the fuccefs of his- 
embafly to his friend, whom he knew 
would be on the rack of inipatience tUl 
he- returned. 

You need not doubt, my Olivia, but 
Captain Belmont was rendered inexprefli- 
Hy happy at being convinced of his- 
©eUa's affc6tion : He no longer remem- 
ibered her former cruelty, or his own fuf- 
•ferings. The fituation to which his fup- 
pofed death had reduced Mifs Townly 
engrofled his every thought. Mr. Town- 
ly, on the departure of Sir George Harley^ 
.hurried to his daughter's. apartment, eager 
to remove from her mind the diftrefles- 
which he found ftie was fa unable to fup- 
port. He was, however, obUged to pro- 
ceed with the utmoft caution, and by de- 
grees communicated .to. her the happy 
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and uacxpeftcd intcUigciice he had re- 
ceived. Her joy was beyond all bounds : 
— a bunhen of woe was removed from 
her bofom; — her lover lived! — ferenity 
was again reftored to her, at the very mo- 
ment flie had imaged it loft for ever ; — 
the medical tribe's advice was no longer 
neceflary ; Sir George Harley had proved 
the beft phyfician. 

In a few days Captain Belmont was 
able to pay his fair miftrefs a vifit. After 
what had occurred he doubted not of 
meeting a favourable reception ; nor were 
his wifhes difappointed : and, before his 
^ departure, he had the delightful fatisfac- 
tion of hearing Mifs Townly confefs, that 
his death would have robbed her future 
life of every remaining charm. 

A few days before we arrived in town, 
the nuptials of thefe lingular lovers were 
celebrated ; and, by an innocent and well- 
meaning fbatagem, the happincfs of the 
parties fecured. My young and beautiful 
friend is now cured of every propenfity 

to 



OLIVIA; I3J 

to coquetry, and . her amiable hufbaa^ 
convinced that her former errof 5 proceedj 
i^d not from the depravity of heart, but 
the gaiety of unthii)}^ing profp^ity. . Sir 
George Harley is ahnofl: always feen in 
every public place with die happy pair. 
Mrs. Belmont has long fince forgiven 
him the momentary diflrefs he brought 
upon her, and confiders him as the be- 
nevolent JDeing who raifed her hufband 
from the grave, in which fhe had believed 
him buried ; and by fo doing, refto^ed 
her likewife, by the friendly miracle, to 
life and happinefs. 

Thus ends the hiilory which has of late 
afforded fuch a fund of converfation and 
wit to the dear lovers of fcandal and 
news. I muft leave the contents of my 
letter to apologize for its unreafonable 
length ; and for the mighty pains I have 
taken to amufe you, I expe6t you will in- 
ftantly fet about compofing a hiftory of 
your own fituation and proceedings in re- 
turn. If you and Lord Davenport have 

been 
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been able to conquer all your differences^ 
doubts, and delicacies, remember I am 
willing to become a witnefs, and fee the 
account finally fettfed at the altar on the 
fhorteft notice. 

Eliza Clifton,, 



LETTER 



OLIVIA. ^35 



LETTER XXXVII. 
Mrs, Vane to Lady Clifton* 

^NOTWITHSTANDING the mighty 
pains you boaft of having taken to 
afFord me entertainment, I am more 
than half inclined to be feriotrfly angry 
with you. Thank Heaven, at prefent I 
have no reafon to fuppofe that Lord Da- 
venport's pafiion exifts but in your inven- 
tive imagination : if it does, I fhould la- 
ment being under the neceffity of giving 
him pain. You tell me of his having 
fuffered years of mifery on my account ; 
yet at the moment of doing fo, unkindly 
av6id t;o mention thofe forrows he brought 
upon your friend by his unguarded con- 
duft. Was it the fault of Olivia Elford 
that Edward Davenport forfook her, and 

wedded 
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wedded another ? and was it not for the 
imprudence of his unthinking repentance 
that (he was two long years deferted by 
die tendereft of hufbands? And would 
you, becaufe his lordfhip had fmarted for 
his follies, and repented his infidelity,, 
have me marry the man, for whofe fault 
my Henry fled his native land, and be-- 
came an exile from England and Olivia? '. 
I foi*gave the defertion of my lover in 
tlie very moments I wept and lamented 
his inconftancy : but, believe me. Lady 
Clifton, I (hould find it a much harder 
taik to teach my heart how to love Lord 
Davenport — my tendereft afFeftions are 
reftcd beneath the turf which inclofes my 
Henry's remains — ^why then will you en- 
deavour to difturb the repofe of thofe un- 
afpiring wifhes that have fled into the bo- 
fom of the earth for flielter from every 
future ftorm of life and love ? 

I am angry with Auguftus and Emily ; 
diey are much too partial to the being 
whofe caufe you have fo warnjly efpouiod^^ 

I have 
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I have impofed filence on them by my 
tears : let thofe that have dropped onrtius 
paper have the {ame effect on you.— r^ 
Write on any other fubjeft, and be aC- 
fured, your letters and advice will be ever 
welcome to your friend. 

Much as I was ever taught to defpile 
the charader of a coquette, I rejoice that 
one of that mifchief-making tribe has 
been reformed, and prevented doing far- 
ther injury. May the danger ihe has 
efcaped be ever remembered to correft 
any fiiturc errors, and her fufferings have 
fufficient weight to prevent others from 
following fo defpicable an example ! 

My penfioners, and the young family 
I have in a manner adopted, afford me 
mOil agreeable emplayment for every lei- 
fure hour.-^In relieving diftrefs and en-, 
couraging virtue, I find a momentary re- 
lief from forrow ; and whilft fo employed 
have almoft forgotten I was ever more 
happy. I wifh I had fufficient power of 
perfuafion, to prevail upon fome of tlie 

wretched 
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wretched fons and daughters of AfBuchcc 
to try the admirable recipe, whicR I have 
found fo beneficial in healing the wounds 
of difappointed happinefs. 

Olivia Vane* 
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CHAP. LVIII. 

"" The Conieft remains doubtful* 

4 
AT this time, whilft in the bofom of 

Mrs. Vane grief and refignation are 
ftruggling for vidtory, and the adverfary 
(he had fo long contended with was be- 
ginning to withdraw his forces, Lord Da- 
venport was again becoming the vi6Hm of 
defpair. Made defperate - by the fe verity of 
his feelings, he deterxmned to make ufc 
of the firft moment that offered the leaft 
fhadow of hope to know his doom : But 
refolved, however fevere the fentence, 
never to give up the purfuit, on whidi 
all his hopes of felicity were refted. Not 
raore refolute (hould Mrs. Vane be in re- 
fufing to receive him as a lover, -than he 

would 
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would prove in pcrfeverlng to convince 
her that he was or^e. 

Without being indulged with a fingle 
invitation, he conilantly vifited at the 
Grove. Sometimes Love was the only 
food he met with ; yet. he complained not 
o: the diet. In the prcfence of a beloved^ 
objeS, people are apt to forget they are: 
mortal. 

One day, on his arrival at the Grove^ 
he was informed tliat Mr. and Mrs. Hamil- 
ton, were gone to pay a vifit in the neigh- 
bourhood ; but tliat Mrs. Vane \yas walk- 
ing in the garden. He trembled with joy 
at the opportunity w^liich chance afforded 
him ; yet determined to avail himfelf of it. 
He jumped off his horfe, gave him to 
tlie care of a fervant, and, with agitated 
fleps, went in purfuit of the lovely wan- 
derer, whom he found feated in an al- 
cove, and linging. a plaintive air, which 
was accompanied by fome of the fofteft 
tones of her guitar. — On feeing Lord 
Davenport approach, Olivia hailily aro£e. 

He 
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He gendy ventured to re-feat her ; and 
entreated (lie would continue to gratify 
his liftening attention with the harmonious 
found of her enchanting voice. Olivia 
begged to be excufed ; and once more 
jnade an effort to efcape, fearful that the 
moment was arrived which her appre- 
henfive modefty and feeling tenderneft 
had fo much dreaded. 

Lord Davenport, made refoliite by de- 

fpair, was not fo eafily prevailed upon to 

iofe the opportunity which fortune ap- 

pe'ared to have thrown in his way. He 

caught her reliicflant hand, whilft kneeling 

at her feet, and entreated to be heard : — 

^* That I have long loved you, and you 

only, why do you make me tremble to 

avow ? or why do you blufh indignantly 

to hear ? You once generouHy pardoned 

the crime of inconftancy. Can you be 

.more rigid in judging the effeds of a love 

.that has withflood the influence of timfe, 

-and refolutely contended with defpair? 

You mufl eidier bid me encourage hope, 

—or. 
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know, you will pronounce the fen- 



tence of my death : Nor do I believe 
that even death itfelf could releafe me 
from thofe fetters in which, bound by an 
invifible chain, you have long held me 
captive." 

Olivia, unable to make any reply to the 
tender folemnity of tliis addrefs, took out 
her fmcUing-bottle ; a tear filently ftolc 
down her cheek. Lord Davenport, a- 
larmed at feeing her fo agitated — " And 
have you caught the foft contagion ? " he 
cried : — '^ And do you weep for me ? If 
you do, in mercy tell me fo ; — fufpencd 
at this time is infupportable." 

* I weep for thofe fufferings, my Lord,' 
cried the blulhing Olivia, ' which you 
tell me I have unfortunately brought upon 
you"; and I lament my inability to leffen 
them, by a compliance with any requeft 
which your love may have encouraged 
you to make. My widowed heart can 
know no fecond choice. All my tendereft 
affedions are inclofed in the tomb which 

holds 
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holds the dear renaams of my lamented 
hufband. Around that {ad receptacle my 
ftill furviving love perpetually wanders. 
ThouglKin life he once feared a rival, in 
death he has none to apprehend. When 
you wedded another, remember, my Lord, 
Mr. Vane cflhdefcended to take the hand 
which you refiifed. I mean not this as a 
reproach, but a juftification of my con- 
<iuft, if it wants one.* 

*^ And can you call it pardoning my 
xTrime," cried his LordQiip, " whilft at 
the fame moment you pronounce fo heavy, 
fo dreadful a curfe againft me ? Either 
kill me at once, or fave me from the tor- 
ture of defpair. Again you weep ! — Cruel 
Olivia ! Your triumph will be foon com- 
plete ; foon will you be informed that the 
unfortunate Davenport has breathed his 
laft figh in prayers for your happinefs." 

^ Are thefe tears, this anguifli, proofs 
, of cruelty ? ' replied the weeping Olivia. 
'* Endeavour to forget me, or think me 
unworthy to poffefs your love. Be con- 
tent 
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lent with my friendftiip; 'ds all I have 
to give ; therefore leave me — in pity leave 
me : — I dare not be unjuft. I am con- 
tent to fufier ; but I cannot ceafe to weep 
the death of Mr. Varte.' 

Lord Davenport trembled at the warmth 
of that tendernefs which he Ifeard lament 
the fall of the rival with whom he had 
ftill to contend, and on whofe death his 
hopes had again revived : yet he could 
fcarcely refrain from adoring the virtuous 
fortitude which fo refolutely pronounced 
the deflmftion of thofe hopes. 

^' Ah ! why," faid the now defpairing 
lover, " why do you, my Olivia (for in 
the hope of one day calling you mine I 
mud ftill live) ,why, at the moment you 
wound my foul, do you force me to add 
admiration to love ? and whilft you endea- 
vour to extinguilh a flame, make it burn 
the brighter ? Remember, you have pro- 
mifed me your friendfhip : I fliall avail 
myfelf of that promife, to fee you often, 

or 
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or 4a'emble for the confequence of your 
imheard-of cruelty/* 

;01ivia, terrified and unable to fuftain 
ahy fiirther coniiids at this moment, told 
his Lordfliip, that fo long as he would be' 
•fatisfied with her friendftiip, (he fhould 
not atcmpt to refiife feeing him amon^ 
the number of thofe fhe reckoned friends; 
and it would greatly increafe her happi- 
aefs to hear him one day acknowledge 
that he ceafed to confider her in any 
other light. 

Lord Davenport, feeing her. eagerly 
preparing to depart, and rendered half 
frantic by the violence of his paflion, and 
the refolute refufal he had received, once 
more eagerly dropt on his knees : — ^^ For- 
get you ! "' he wildly exclaimed ; ^'forget 
you I never can ! And may Heaven 
(hower down the heavieft curfes on my 
head, curfes yet unthought of, when I 
endeavour to forget OH via ! No ; the 
, remnant of my miferable days fliall be 
fpent in lamenting that hour in which I 

Vol. Ill, H lacrificed 
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facrificcd the finccreft paffion ;that ever 
inhabited the heart of. inan-*-to *he com- 
mands of rigid duty. ', Remember, Oli- 
via, 'tis you that will fend me unlamented 
to that bourn from which, no traveller 
returns;" 

Olivia fcarcely^ ftaid to liear thee con* 
chifion of his tender and imp^ffioned re- 
proaches, but flew into the. boufe-with tbe 
utmoft quicknefsi^Shehurried.to her apart* 
ment, that flie might, v^nn interrupted and 
unnoticed,, give a loofe. to thofe tears Ihe 
was unable to- reftrain. Lord Davenport 
was- unhappy, and had told her Ihe was 
the caufip^ and that her refufal of his vows 
would Teiid him to the grave. She was 
inexpreflibly diftrefled; but why could 
' ihe not be allowed to live fingle ? What 
right had he to condemn her ? Had ihe 
encouraged any othfjr to hope, he then 
might have thought himfelf authorized 
to complain : yet, even in that .cafe, re- 
proaches would have been unjuft. -— She 
ftept to the window of her apartment:: 

She 
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She faw Lord Davenport ride down the 
.park.; flie looked pale ; flie fighed, and 
wiflied flife might fee him no more, be- 
caufe he interrupted her returning tran«» 
^qulllity.; and ihe could not help thinking 
vit was equally cruel and unjuft in him to 
do fo. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hamilton now returned 

T^'hey found Mrs. Vane unufually dejedl- 

ed : they faw Ihe had been in tear^ ; but, 

.: fearful of giving offence, they made no 

enquiry of thecaufe ; yet, on being made 

acquainted with Lord Davenport's vifit 

during their abfence, they . concluded 

fomething had paffed between them that 

iihad given pain to their friend, and were 

deiirous to know what it was. 

The next day news was brought to the 
'Grove that Lord Davenport was ill, and 
-confined to his apartment. This con- 
firmed their fufpicions that Mrs. Vane had 
refufed his Lordlhip*s addrefTes. They 
damented his difappointment, and filently 
Hz wifhsd 
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wilhed that fomething might happen to 
give a fortunate turn in his favour. 

Mrs. Vane^ on being made acqainted 
with her lover's indifpofition, was much 
ajffedted. Reftlefs and uneafy^ flie fecretly 
fcnt meilengers to make enquiries after 
his fituation ; nor did the accounts Ihe 
heard ferve to make her eafier. At length 
Mr, Beevor made his appearance at the 
Grove. Mr. Hamilton^ impatient to hear 
tidings of his friend, enquired after hjxn* 
Mr, Beevor replied,. th.at.Lord Davenport's 
complaint was of the mind more than 
the body ; and therefore beyond the reach 
of medicine. In refpedt to his being 
cured, time, and not a phyfician, mufi 
effedl it. — Mrs. Vane revived. .She had 
the higheft opinion of Mr. Beevor ; and 
concluded, fronpi his manner, that at pro- 
fent he apprehended no danger. Her 
cheerfulnefs returned ; and from that mo- 
ment Ihe determined not to torment her^ 
felfwith imaginary fears. Confciousof not 
intending to make any one unhappy, Ihe 

thought, 
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thought, if they would be fo,*they ought 
to lay the blame on their perverfe obfti- 
nacy. Argue, however, and refolve as 
Ihe would, ftill fhe- found th& virtues and 
the fufferings of Lord Davenport had a 
powerful intereft in her heart ; and- in 
company or folitude his once-loved image 
was ever prefent to her imagination. She 
endeavoured to keep up a refolute dif- 
.pleafure againft him for the provoking 
revolution which the accidental interview 
in the garden had produced in her mind; 
but the next morning flhe was more in*- 
dined to be angry with herfclf,.- 
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G H A P. LIX. 

What perhaps would be thought Weak and 
Superfiitious. 

j\ Very remarkable dream at this time 
made a moll ftriking impreflxon on 
the mind of Mrs. Vane, and gave a ftili 
greater turn to the fcale, which was juft 
beginning to preponderate in Svour.of her 
defpairing lover. .^ , 

She imagined herfeif in a garden, the^ 
fweets of which were beginning to lofe 
their verdure, and the falling leaves fore- 
told the fpeedy approach of Winter.— 
The melancholy appearance of drooping 
nature feemed grateful to her gloomy foul; 
and ftie felt a kind of pleafure at obferv- 
jng the various produ6tions of the earth 
iubjeft, like herfeif, to experience the 

.viciffitudes 
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vibiflitudes of time^ and i(& indement 
changes. 

On loc4cing up, fhe faw a mofl: gigantic 
figure, with hafty ftrides, endeavouring to 
come near her. His countenance was 
bloated, and ugly to ^ degree ; lus body 
was deformed ; his drefs was- dirty, mean, 
and ragged. She was terrified at the for- 
midable appearance of this uncouth mon* 
iter, and trembled when (he beheld him 
throw himfelf at her feet.— ^^ I am come," 
he cried, with a harfli and unpleafant 
voice, *^ to reward the fincerity of your 
affection. My uame is Difcontrftt,.-^ 
You have Ipag cherifhed me in your 
bofona, and ^J^erefor^, in return^, I wiU 
tal^e you to mine. Your 4ifmiffing imy 
hated TivaJ, Daveaport, has m^de me 
your Have for ever/* 

^ Heaven defend me V cried the 
firightened fair, ^ what will become of 
me ? How came you to think that I could 
love you ? Indeed, I never ^ve you 
^•cafon to encourage fuch a hope. There- 
H 4 fore- 
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fore leave me direftly, I entreat you. 
Sir/ 

*^ This coynefs," cried the monfter, 
rifing, " is only a fpecimen of the fame 
kind as is ufually praftifed by your 
fex ; but I am too well convinced of 
your regard to be eafily repuMed." 

At this moment he extended his mon:- 
ftrous arms to embrace her, Olivia flew 
from the fpot, and ran with the utmoft 
fwifthefs through fome adjoining fields— 
fl'ie frequently, however^ looked back, to 
fee whether he had given over following 
her ; but (he faw he was making the utmoft 
hafte to overtake her, and that a grin of 
-horrible revenge was vifible in his de* 
ttftible countenance, 

Olivia continued ta fly, till ftopped by 
a frightful precipice. Againft the bottom 
of this prodigious fteep, which made her 
giddy to look down, the fea was beating 
with, refiftlefs fury. To complete the 
horror of the fcene, the wreck of a 
fliip, to wliich a number of poor wretches 

were 
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t^re clinging, was dafliing againft thef 
rock on which (he ftooch Their (hrieka^ 
were re-echoed by her own' at that mo-^ 
ment her dreadful purfuer approached J 
and taking hold of her arm, with a rude^ 
gripe of violence, declared, hfe began to' 
think (he would have efcaped him ; butf 
, that he wotild avail himfelf of his powery ^ 
and fecure his prize. He liad' begun tcf 
drag her by foire frbm the top of the pre- 
cipice,^ when a well-known voicfe called* 
out to him to dcfift, or yield up hrs caitiff 
Kfe, as an atonement for his- crime. The 
monfter, who had neither cotirage nor' 
juftice to fUpport his caufe; was too mucli* 
a coward to venture his life for one mor-^ 
tU'l, when he knew he had fa many m his 
p(^wer. He therefore left his lovely prey^ 
upon the ea^, on- which (he had fallen,.- 
and fled with the utmoft precipitance. - 

Olivia^ when^ her deliverer approached, 

found it no^ otha* than Lord Davenponrp 

whahadjuffi efcaped front thd wreck,'after' 

being buffeted with- the umtetf rage of tiie* 

H 5 - elements^ 
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elements and wafers-; ^nd on he?rkig .h^ 
Ihriejjjs, l)f 4 climbed the ftxip^4cw§ rpc^' 
jqft in time to ^ed her deUy^Ance* 

He raifed her gently fr^m the eaitfrs,. 
and entre^tjed Ihe wp^ld reft lie.r JieacJ 
^gainfthis bofopi^ and in his ^ri^s endea- 
vour to find flicker and rcpofe lirom eyery 
remaining ftorm, with which he, much ^ 
Jierfelf, was weary with contending. 

At that moment flip thought the ghoft 
of Mr. V^ne glided paft: them, ^nd, fi^il- 
ii^g with benign complacency, ftept 9. few 
papes diftatice. He gracefully waved feis 
hand to impofe filence on them, and in- 
feraphic accents, thus addrefled the agi- 
tated pair : 

^^ Lofe nottlie hour which indulgent- 
Heaven has now thrown ia your way,- ta 
complete your mc«al pilgrimage witb 
peace : and let no rera^embrance of ms 
impede t;hat uniofi wliich tx>ve and' 
Heaven approve* In the land of fpirits> 
which I now inhabit, our happinefs 
is always encreafed by the felicity of 

thofe 
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thofe wiiQm we love* The ties, from 
the blifs of mcrtals, have no inftuentc 
in thofe pur^ r^gions^ where I now am 
placied. Let Ds^venport becocnc the 
guardian of Olivia, And the now happy 
Vane will be the firil to meet him on 
his arrival at the ev^rlafting gate of 
etemity.*'-^The fpeftre vaniihed, and 
Mrs. Vane awojce, with the horror of 
thofe imaginary fcenes> through which the 
niry excurfions of -the ever^-waking foul, 
had fo fuddfnly -conveyed h^*^ * 

Skep, however, had fled with the vifion^ 
and the rifing fun was never more wel» 
come. She arofe at the firft appearance 
of its all-cheering cays, and was . rejoiced 
^ be releafed from the terrors whichrlhc 
. found even in the arms of fleep, and 
"Which fhe could not help refledUng- upoa ; 
with furprife. She had been ta^ught ta 
^pife anddifr^gard every tendency ta 
fuperftition ; but there was fomething (b 
very fingular in the dream; wliich that night . 
had produced, th^ fhe hoped ihe ibould 
H 6 ' pot. 
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not be inexcufable if (he could not ceafc 
to remember it. 

For fome weeks Mrs. Vane conti nucd 
to receive very unfavourable accounts of 
Lord Davenport's health. He had not at- 
tempted to renew his vifits, but funk into 
a melancholy defpondency, from which 
the friendly endeavours of Mr. Beevor could 
not roufe him. Again he became a re- 
clufe, and, by l^eeping himfelf confined 
in his apartment, feemed to be defirous 
of {hutting out the world. He told Mr» 
Beevor he could not leave the country, 
could not banifh himfelf from the fpot 
which contained all he loved; and that 
fo long as Providence (hould choofe to- 
continue to him the burthen ofhfe, he muft 
live near Mrs. Vane. He made many refo- 
lutions of again revifiting the Grove, but 
they generally expired the moment they 
were formed. The laft vifit had been too 
fatal to his peace to be recoUefted, with- 
out the renewal of all thofe horrors that he 
had encountered at the agonizing moment 
' which 
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which had bereft him of every hope,— 
He heard that Mr. Gpldwyn was in a 
few weeks expefted at the Grove, and 
he determined to avail himfelf of that 
opportunity to Ifolicit him to life his in- 
fluence with Mrs. Vane in his behalf. If 
that expedient fliould likewife fail, he mud 
patiently determine to reconcile himfelf 
with mifery, and be wretched for life. 
Mr. Beevor was infinitely diftreffed on his 
Lordihip's account, and offered to repre- 
fent his wretched fituation to Mr. Vane, 
but was refufed. He then propofed fend- 
ing to town for the little Olivia, in hopes 
that her prefence would amufe his Lord- 
fhip ; but this propofal was likewife per- 
emptorily declined. *' What pleafure,'' 
replied bis Lordfliip, *^ could I feel from 
the carefles of a helplefs infant, whom 
I fliall foon leave to become an orphan ? 
Or what would avail making any ap- 
plications in my favour to one who, 
however willing to feel compaflion for 
others, has a Ibul inaccefTible to pity 

for 



158 OLIVIA. 

for the forrows of Davenport? Did {h€ 
BOt fly from him at the very moment 
he knelt at her feet^ in all the ponies 
of diftrefs ? And did (he not even for- 
bid him the foft confoDuion of every 
diftant hope ?'* 

A dreadful accident, however, loon 
produced a change in his favour, which 
all the perfuafions of friendftiip or teller « 
ods coMld not ba\'e accompUfhed^ 
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C H A ?• LX. 

Atk alarming Accident and its attendant 
Confequenees. 

QNE night, when Mrs, Vane had retire4. 
to her bed earher, ai^ more difconfoi* 
Utp thap ufu^l, by the careleflhefs of oa« 
gf the fervants, who h^ left a candi-? 
burning in one of the offices, which be^ 
longed to that vviag of the hoiife in which 
her appartments were fituat^d, the byijd- 
ing took fir^. Olivia was juft fallen into 
a found ileep, and therefore hea^rd noni9 
of the buftle which the firft alarm occa-r 
f)oned ; and every one of thofe who had 
been awakened by the noife, were too 
anxious to fecu^e their own liv.e^, ta 
think of any one clfe. The ^larm iboij 
reached the village, which was QOt quUe^ 
half a mile frx>m the Grove.^ — Lord Da- 
venport 
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venport ftarted from his pillow on the 
firft diftant found which he heard pro- 
oounce the cry of Fire. Forgetful of hi» 
own forrows at that moment, he hurried 
on his cloaths, in order to fly to the af- 
fiftance of thofe who were in diftrefs. As 
foon as he got down flairs, he learnt that 
Vane-Grove was in flames, and, without 
immediate afliftance, would be burnt to 
the ground. He ftaid to hear no more-^ 
ruflied out of the houfe, and with the ut- 
tncrft f\)eed flew to the relief of the objed:' 
he adored. On arriving amongft . the 
croud, who were endeavouring to extin- 
guifli the fire, his firft- enquiries were for 
Mrs. Vane. None could give any tidings 
of her. Mrs. Hamilton, who by this time' 
had fled from her room, at a diftant parr 
of the houfe, cried out that her friend"* 
would be loft, as her apartment was in* 
flames, and flie had not been fcen flnce" 
the fire had been difcovered. Lord Da- 
venport, diftra6led, flew to her relief. 
The ftair-oafe was already in part deftroy- 
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ed ; he pafled on without "thinking of his 
own fafety, and happily reached the 
apartment of Mrs. Vane, who was fitting 
Balf-dreft on the fide of the bed. She 
made no attempt to efcape, being render- 
ed unable to move a ftep farther by the 
terrifying ideas of her fituation. The 
room was filled with fmoRe, and the 
cracking floor would in a few minutes 
of^longer delay have fallen, and render- 
ed all afliftance vain. Lord Davenport 
fnatched the almoft fainting beauty to his 
arms, and refolutery carried her througji 
.'fome of the flames.- — " Fear nothing,** he 
cried^ as he clafpt herto his bolbm, ^* Da- 
venport will perifti or preferve Olivia." 
His own feet and hands were terribly 
burnt ; but Mrs. Vane was no otherwife 
hurt, than by thofe terrors occafioned by 
her fright: — flie had fanned in the arms of 
of her deliverer, and Ihe was a teng time 
in the air before they were able to dif- 
cover any figns of life. The flames were 
foon happily got under, and no other 
./ ' part 
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put of the buUdiDg damaged but that 
in which the accident had . happened^ 
uhich was chiefly coxxfunaed.^ Mrs. Vane 
was carried into a part of the houfe that 
w^s not endangered. . It was many hours - 
before fhe recovered her fenfes fufficiently 
to recoiled the whole of that tremendous* 
fcene which this alarming night had oc« 
caGooed. People were appointed ta watch * 
the expiring flames^ and prevent further - 
mifchief. In the mean time^ Lord Da- 
venport was obliged to fend for his car* 
riage, in order to return home with Mr*' 
Beevor, and get his feet and hands dreft ^ ^ 
for the angiuih he felt Jx^;aa to be.in^. 
fuppoQtable* 

We uituft here leave the readers to 
im^iue what iQuft be ;he. gratefql feo* 
fations of. Mrs, Vane, wben (he refleded 
on the horrid death ^ from which the 
generous humanity of Lord Davenport 
had refcued her, at the hazard 6f his own 
lite; and when die heard of his fufierings 
on that account^ hei: tears betrayed hov 

much 
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much her heart was affeded by the re- 
cital. She was impatieat to thank her 
preferver, but was told it would be im* 
poflible for him to leave his apartment 
for fome days. Tranquillity was again 
ibon reftored at the Grove, and the ne- 
ceflary workmen inftantly emplo)^d t^ 
repair the damaged building. Mr. Gold* 
wyn, and the elder Mr. and Mrs. HamiU 
.ton hurried to» the Grove, on heariiig the 
firft tidings of the accident which h?id f^ 
nearly proved fatal to one who w^s in^ 
exprelTibly dear to t;hem; and onl^ing 
informed of the fituation JnOrd: .>Da<ven«^ 
port w.as in, from Uis generous .^:^?rtiwt$ 
/or Mr5. Vale's pTeferv^tipjpi, J^. Gfiid^ 
wyn and the two Mr^^KfeMwlt^ns .^gi?«d 
tp .pAy the noble fwfi5?i!er.a viPt; x^r did 
they d?P^rt without rbcm^ ^ntreati^d by 
Mrs. Vane to tell him fti^ Un^i^nted the 
mif«r9,ble ftate; to which his hunKiajty ha<l 
reduced hini. Young Mr. Hamilton, 
vowed they would not repeat a word of 
;he pi^flTagej buc.jeefgr bis loftfllup to her- 

felf^ 
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felf for the acknowledgements he was^ 
juftly entitled to* receive on thi? occafion. 

The meeting between Lord Daven- 
port and Mr, Goldwyn was particularly 
interefting. The paternal, the generous 
firiendlhip of the one, and the gratefol 
and heart- felt attachment of the other, 
though long and painfully interrupted by 
0, train of difagreeable and unfortunate 
events, revivtd at this interview with in- 
creafing energy, and plainly difcovercd 
that, though it had been prevented taking 
a more aftive part in* the bufy drama of a. 
life in which they had been feparately en* 
gaged, it remained unabated by the in^- 
fiuence which time is faid to haVe on the 
minds of too many; 

'Tis not to be doubted that thie gentle- 
men found any unwHHngnefs in entering 
warmly into the intereft of Lord Daven- 
port, refpeding his attachment to Mrs. 
Vane. They agreed that • Ihe ought to 
reward him with her hand for the prefer- 
vation of her life; but none of • their 

friendly 
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friendly offers could replace hope in the; 
boCbm from which it .had fled, on the re- 
folute manner in; which .Mrs. Vane had 
refufed to accept his vows. 

Upon therr return to the Gr«ve, Mrs. 
Vane was not long fuffered to remain unfo- 
Ucited in behalf of Lord Davenport : Mr. 
Goldwyn reminded her of his. long-tried 
afifedtion, and exculpated him from all 
blame in marrying when his father infilled 
upon his inftant obedience. 

Mrs. Hamilton declared, Ihe mtift.have . 
the ..heart of a Hyena to refufe fuch ah ex- 
traordinary lover; whilft Auguftus. vowed 
it was impoffible fh^ could have form- 
ed fuch cruel iatentionSu 

The gentle Emily, fearful of diftrefling 
•her friend, faid but little; but what fhe 
Jiid venture to pronounce, was in favour 
of Lord Davenport. Thus befet, Mrs. 
Vane had nothing left her but retreat ; 
and (he took the firfl opportunity of fteaU 
ing to her apartment, in order to give a 
full and candid examination toher own 

heart. 
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heart, wbich had for fortic days experi- 
enced a revolution that had given an alarm 
to its fair poffeflbr, and rendered her very 
much inclined to think herfeif guilty of 
fome degree of weakness. Yet, to make 
a fecond choice, and that too, of one to 
whomihe-had vowed never again to liftcn 
on the fubjeft of love' ? — (he could not 
think of it,-— Lord Davenport had faved 
.her life — ^^Ihe did not chufe to dwell on 
that thought, left it Ihould foften feer toe 
much.— What the refok of all her deter- 
minations were, a very. few pages willdif- 
. cover, with the important alteration they 
inftantly pr6duced in the minds of thofe 
moft interefted in the. event. 



CHAP. 
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C H A P. LXI. 

Jin Important Interview, which all Real 
JLovers will apprave; Prudes, Old Bache^ 
lorSy and Difcontented People condemn. 

T ORD Davenport, on his being inform- 
ed by Mr. Beevor that he might now 
venture out with fafety, accompanied by 
.his watchful friend, arrived very unex- 
,pe<5ledly at the Grove, juft ss the party 
already there had fat down to amufe them- 
fclves with a game of cards. His Lord- 
Ihip, with the affiftance of Mr. Beevor's 
arm, with difficulty reached the drawing- 
room, and very agreeably furprifed them 
by his entrance, Mrs. Vane trembled at 
feeing her .lover, whofe emaciated form 
convinced her that his fufferings, of which 
Ihe had been told, had been far fro * ima- 
ginary,: one hand and arm was obliged 

to 
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to be fupported in a (ling, having been 
very fcverely burnt in his exertions to fave 
her from the flames ; and ftie could not 
help fighing when Ihe reflefted on what 
he mufthave endured. 

After tea the whole company, on va- 
rious pretences, left .the room, till none 
remained but the two lovers. Lord Da- 
venport obferved the good-natured^ de- 
fign of his friends ; bi^t depreffed with 
fenrs of a fecond pofitive denial, he was 
fome minutes before he could mufter up 
fufEcient refolution to take advantage of 
the opportunity thrown in his way. At 
length, however, he ventured to enquire, 
whether <he ftill continued refolute in con- 
firming his foxier rigorous fentence, in 
condemning him to unceafing mifery ? If 
Hie did, he had only one confolation in 
view, that of being fpe^dily releafed from 
his fuffcrings by death. Without hope/ 
he wifhed Aot drag on a wretched life. 

Mrs. Vane entreated he would not talk 
in that melancholy manner ; faid, he muft 

. think 
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think her not only diveiled of gratitude, 
but of every benevolem feiitimenr, to 
imagine ihe could, rcfled: on the de;atJi of 
|ier prdferverwith indiffei^ence ! 

*^ If gratitude is aH yotibs^ve for th^t 
|>referver/' cried his Lordftiip, with fome 
Jictle indignation, ** the regret 'you feel 
would be fooaloftin atbtal forgetfii^lmeftof 
theobjeA, who has only given a^onien* 
ctary .rife..to it, and who had. long b^ea 
fo unfortiwiate as be curfed with * yout 
averfion.** > 

* My Lord,* rcpVicd Olrvia^ robfcd iand 
wounded by this reproach, /rwhat peafcai 
have you to fuppofe tihat you^ of all others, 
(hould be fingled out a4 an objcdt ^of aver- 
-fion ? What proofs havx I givj&ii ?' . : 

**Ohra thaufairf,.''; iricefcoiftfcd his 
Iii!(w:dflrip. "-Can you fdrgm howr you 
Grabbed meof every Jrope—nieftroycd every 
pvofptA of delight i You- can . caldly 
reafort;. Madam— .But fiove/*- ;. . . 

^ lonly^* replied the blufliing Olivia^ 

interrupting him in her turn, * remember. 

Vol. III. I that 
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thit -070:2 1 am indebted for mrKfe^ 
ire in liit TcSeioion have been taught to 
i^i& cbe pm>7vation of yours, which is 
fir frocn being, as you unjuftly believe, 
of To coafeqncticc to my happinefs.* 

Let any ooe, for a moment, reflcift pa 
the finiation of Lord Davenport — thctran* 
fition was too fudden, from the loweft 
depth of defpair, to be bid to hope. To bt 
cold he was not indifierent tO/Olivia was 
infupportable tianfport ! He ventured to 
entreat Ihc would tell him, whether what 
he heard was real, or only the delufions 
of his diftempered fancy? 

Mrs. Vane, fearful of the confequences 
that might arife from the emotions which 
ihe faw he had to encounter from this 
UDCxpeded change in her fentiments; de- 
iired he .would be more compofed, and 
rely on her fincerity, when Ihe aflured 
him, that the voice which firft taught 
her heart to acfchowledge the influence 
^flove, ftill retained its power to charm. 

Lord 



^ 
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Lord Davenport, no longer able to con- 
tain his tranfports, eagerly threw hini! v. If 
on his knees before her, and poured focch 
the foft e'ffufions of his enamoured foul. 
Olivia infilled on his being refeated, and 
condefcend to hear only a few refolutions 
that Ihc had made previous to the con- 
feflSon which he had ftolen from her, 
(boner than fhe intended he Ihould have 
done. His lordfhip was all obedience ; 
and the lady proceeded. 

" Notwithftanding the partiality I 
have avowed is no more than your worth 
and conftancy had fome right taexpedt, 
I have had fome difficulty to prevail with 
myfelf to think of another engagement ; 
nor could any but yourfelf have con*- 
quercd my repugnance to a fecond mar- 
riage. But I will not be hurried^to.the 
altar, till every refped: has been paid to 
the memory of my departed Henry, to 
which his worth and rtfndernefs hayc an 
undoubted claim. You muft not be dif- 
pleafed it I cannot immediately bring 
1 2 myfelf 
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niyfelf to think ^f him without regret, 
nay without tears.- Indeed, my Lord, he 
was the bcft of men/' 

* I know it, * replied his Lordfliip^ 
and revere the forrow which >convinces 
me of his merits. I too, my CMivia, will 
ceafe to remember him but as the friend 
to whom I was once fincerely attached, 
I will patiently wait for that hour in 
which, without reludance, you can ac- 
company me to the altar;. and ftiall rely 
©n your own generofity for not fixing it 
at a very diftant period.'* 

" Leu Lord Davenport remember,** 
replied Mrs, Vane, " whenever that haur 
arrives^ I^wril prefent Jhim with an undi- 
vided heart ; 'but I can ne\'^r be prevailed 
upon to furrender my liberty without a 
ptomife of being permitted to live the 
,greater part 6f every year in the fli'll 
fhades of life. I was not formed for the 
bufy worlds and I have imbibed a ftrange, 
jand perhaps inexcufable averfion to thofe 

fcenes, 
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feenes, which by far the greater part of 
niy fex admire.*' 

* Thou wert formed/ cried her en- 
raptured lover, oace more falling at her 
feet, * to do honour to a court, or, with 
thy gentle, unafpiring virtues, to decorate. 
and charm retreat. Cherifh no fears, en- 
chanting, timid trembler, fweet compa' 
nion of my earlieft years ! — Whatever be 
your choice will be the choice of Daven- 
port. To live with you I would this mo- 
ment quit the gay, th€ envied fcenes of 
fafl^ionable life, and become a reclufe 
from that world you dread to eft€o.unter.* 

^^ No more, my Lord," interrupted 
Mrs. Vane ; " I will never form a wifh to 
have you forget the fituation in whlqh 
Providence has placed you. For me 
you muft not Idfe the remembrance .of 
that dignity which you are called upon fo 
fupport. Though fond of retirement, I 
am far from thinking 'tis the province of 
virtue to con6ne itfelf to the fequeftered 
vale : It is incumbent on the great to 
1 3 fhew 
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Ihcw the world they are fo. Indulge me 
with feciufion whilfl you, my Lord, take 
a more adlive part in the important bufi- 
nefs of ibciety, which is affigned you." 

' We will ever go together, my Oli- 
via, ever from this bleft moment fupport 
each other through life's mggedway; — 
\vith you I am all you wifh to make me : 
\v'iili()ur you a mere cypher! You are my 
guardian genius, whofe fmiling influence 
it is to animate the being you muft form/ 

Mr. Hamilton entered before Lord 
Davenport could rife from the feet g£ 
Olivia^ — *^Oht thefc artful, unconfcion- 
able women ! ** cried he, humoroufly ; 
** well, faith, your Lordftiip has more pa- 
tience than ever fell to my lot. Had my 
f»:()od woman been as perverfe in her 
freaks as- this fame niece of mine, I be- 
lieve I fliould have deferted her a fecood 
time. Here, ' my Lord, ' tak^^^r hand, 
\is your undoubted right V^-^B^d I am 
proud to fay, I have foiiip Authority to 

' ■•; • difpofe 
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difpofe of it ; and I will refolutely exert- 
it in your favour/' 

,» Olivia fmiled, and told her uncle he 
(hould not have reproached her fo fe* 
verely, without firft being certain (he de- 
ferved reproof. " Enquire of Lord Da- 
venport," cried (lie, blulhing, '^if I have in 
this interview given him any juft caufe ta 
complain.? If he tells you fo, I (liall know 
better, the next time we meet, how ta 
djeali with fuch. unreafonable intruders/* 
Glad of. fofeir a pretence to efcape, (he 
hurried out of' the room. It would be 
affectation (hould we here omit to acknow- 
ledge that Mrs. Vane felt herfelf at this 
moment the happieft of her fex. She 
had, in haying adtcd generoufly, relieved 
her heart from a weight of obhgation, . 
and, in . bidding her lover not defpair, 
given to her own bofom the fweetefthope 
it had ever known. 

Lord Davenport was too much elated to 

confine his tranfports entirely in (ilenqc^ 

" Every one of his friends were too much 

I 4 . interefted' 
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Intercfted' in whatever concerrwd him^ not 
to become partakers of ki$ joy* Sir Ro- 
bert and Lady Clifton were likcvvife foon 
made acquainted with the fortuoate rcTO- 
Imion thaft had taken place at the Grove. 
Lady Clifton fent a very humorous letter 
to congratulate her friend on the change 
which love had occafioned in her fentf-^ 
ments ; vowing fhe nevcj again would 
liave faith enough to credit any refolu* 
t ions made by o®e of her own CeXy. in re- 
fpedt tt> the difpofal of their loversv Ne- 
ver was a happier circle than at this time 
arterrvbled at Vane-Grove ; — ^it might witb 
juftice be called the Refidence of Love 
and Ffiendlliip. 

in a few weeks Mrs. Vane nvade a pro- 
pol'al to Lord Davenport of fending for 
the litrJe Olivia, with whom ihe no longer 
fcrupkd to avow flie was impatient to 
become acquainted ; ajad 'tis not to "be 
doifbted but bis Lordftiip took the eaxlleft 
opportunity to avaiLhimfelf < of a ceqiueft 
tlxat fervcd greatly to increafe the fatis- 

fadion 
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faftioii he enjoyed; for he was not fo 
much the loVer as to forget, for one mo- 
ment, that he was a parent. 

The young Olivia was very uriexpeft- 
edly accompanied to the Grove by her 
grandmother, who had, during the long 
and tedious abfence of her fon,- fent for 
the little pratfler; and was become fo 
very fond of her charge, that on being 
informed by him of the profpedfc he had 
of being united to the fair one, for whom 
he had, , through fo many tedious years, 
languifhed to call his own, Ihe determined 
on taking this opportunity to pay her a 
vifit. So fair a prefence for becoming 
acquainted with one who had occafioned 
her fon fuch unceafing regret, and givea • 
rife to a paffion equally uncommon^ as it 
was unconquerable, wanted no excufe* ■ 
Mrs. Vane was furprifed; but fhe was de- 
lighted with the honour dore her by the 
only furviving parent of her lover. . Her 
charming namcfake £he foon found it im- 
poffible not to love; and fhe like wife felt 
I 5 aa 



i;S O L I V I A. 

211 equil propcnfity to let Lady Daven- 
port becon^c a lharcr in her affedion. 

Lord Davenport very foon imparted to 
his mother the whole hiftory of his at- 
tachment to Mrs. Vane, from the firft 
of its commencement. She lifted up her 
hands in filent afionifhment, and admired 
the wonder-working ways of Providence ; 
who had, after fo many difficulties, dif- 
pcrfed thofe clouds that had throwtf k 
iliade over the brighteft profpeds of her 
ilarlifig fon. Charmed with the beauty, 
fweetnefs, and benevolence of her intend- 
ed daughter, flie ventured to folicit Mrs, 
Vane to Ihorten the time of his probation 
^s much as her delicacy could allow; and 
Ihc agreed to continue at the Grove till 
the happinefs of thofe in whofe felicity 
her own was refted Ihould be accom- 
pliflicd. 



CHAP- 
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CHAP. LXII. 

Another Vifit to the Altar of Hymen. • 

'IX^'HEN eighteen months had nearly 
elapfed from the death of Mr. Vane,~ 
Lord Davenport obtained perm iffion to fix 
an early day for the completion of his 
wiflies. Much as Mrs. Vane difliked the 
thoughts of a public wedding, on this 
occafion none of her friends would hear 
of being excluded. 

Olivia was once more attended to the 
altar by Mr. and Mrs. Goldwyn, accom- 
panied by Lady Davenport, Sir Robert 
and Lady Clifton, Mr. and' Mrs. Hamil- 
ton, Auguftus and his Emily, ^nd Mr. 
and Mrs. Beevor. Never did Hymen 
wear a more fmiling afpe£t than on the 
morning thefe nuptials ' were celebrated,^ 
L 6 Love: 
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Love and Friendlhip attended the factcd 
rites of their old friend on this occafion ; 
and a perfeft reconciliation appeared once 
more to have taken place between the 
very long contending parties. Olivia 
was all compofure; and the fmiles of fe«»' 
renity, which the penetrating eye q£ her 
watchful lover difcovered in the animated 
countenance,. on which he fondly gaaed, 
conveyed the moft tranfporting delightf tt> 
the grateful heart that was now arrived 
^t the higheft pitch of mortal happincfs ! 

On their return from church Lard 
Davenport embraced his lovely bride.--.- 
^' Far ever bkft/* he exclaimed, ^* be 
this facred day, that has united me to my 
Olivia ! Lang may I be permitted to con- 
vince this angelic woman how dear^ 
how inexpreffibly dear Ihe is to that heart 
which never could be taught to own ano- 
ther's powder." 

Vane-Grove was again become the fccne 
of hofpitable feftivity. The world had 
n^l a bleffing which this diftinguifhed 

couple 



O L IV V I^ JV ^r 

couple novv thought they did not poflfefs. 
Whenever Lord Davenport looked at his 
Olivia, the gentle afped: of virtue, he con- 
cluded, had never before been attended 
by fuch foftening fnodefty ; her noble 
franknefs, which unfolded the fenfibility 
of a foul above difgutfe or diffimulation, 
and difplayed the unceafing beauties of a 
mind enlarged by a good aod v^i^fxA edtrr 
cation, made him more l^r captive than 
ever. 

'Tis not; to be fuppofed that Lady Da- 
venport was inclined to. think lefs favour- 
ably of ber^ Lord. The ftacerity of his 
love was now the foundation on which 
ber hoi>^s oi bappinefs fecurely f efted. 



CHAJe. 



iSz OLIVIA. 



CHAP. Lxm. 

7Iy Concbifion. 

^\SJ E cannot take leave of our readers 
without giving them a farther account 
of thofe charaders that have taken an ac- 
tive and diftinguiftied part through the 
whole of our hiftory. 

The Dowager Lady Davenport, on cx^ 
preffing a tender reluftance at beiilg again 
obliged to fubmit to a reparation from 
her ion, was by Lord and Lady Daven- 
port eafily prevailed upon to refide with 
them the remaining part of her life. 
They attended her declining years with 
fuch affedionate tcndernefs, that flie felt 
not the fevcricy of thofe unavoidable in- 
firmities with which old age is burthened. 
Her affedlion for her children increafed as 

life 
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life was drawing to its clofc ; and her 
fondnefs for their playful offspring was a 
conftant fource of amufement and delight. 
She lived to a good old age ; yet her fur* 
vivors could not help regretting, that (he 
left them too foon to lament the lofs of 
one who had rendered herfelf not only 
•dear to them by her afFedion," but by her 
virtues. » . ♦ 

Sir Robert and Lady Clifton continued 
to live in the utmoft harmony with each 
other. The ftridtefl: intimacy and friend- 
fhip always prevailed between them and 
Lord and Lady Davenport. They foon 
took poffeffion of their houfe, which they 
had built near the Grove; and the two 
families generally fettled their affairs fo as 
to be in town together. This worthy cou- 
ple, however, met with frequent inter- 
ruptions to their peace, by the death of 
their children ; only two of them being 
permitted to live till they reached their 
twentieth year ; and even thofe two, they 
are apprcheniSve, will not furvive them. 

Mr. 
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Mr, and Mrs. Gbldvryrt'lived to a very 
advanced age ; happy tkemfdvcs, and be- 
loved by all that knew them. By never 
forgetting they had been young, they were 
ever a welcomegueftm whatever youtfr- 
ful ptnrtics* they chofe to mix. When 
peeviih age, from which even their neareft 
relatives arc fometinies compelled to fly, 
finks to the grave; or when the iron heart 
of old age is fo inclbfcd by fordidnefs as 
to deny entrance to every tender claim of 
nature or friendlhip, we fee h fall without 
regret : by having outlived every gene- 
rous fentiment^ it likewife deftroys all the 
endearing ties that bind others to foften 
its diftrefles, and, like fruit full ripe, lofes 
• its value before it drops upon its parent 
earth : but when we fee it retain all the 
virtues of its youth, decorated with the 
wifdom of experienced knowledge, every 
feeling heart muft regret the ftroke which 
fummons from earth the beings that beft 
ferved us to reconcile us to its cares. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Goldwyn fpent a^ part o£ eircry 
year with his darling Olivia ^5 amd was. 
often heard to declape, thac the peace and 
ferenity fhe enjoyed was a peppctual . 
(burce of delight to his foiit. •■ The pcof- 
perity of his own virtiKwsfemily-metwidt 
fewer intemapticns than in this revolvkig 
fcene mortafis have teafdA t&^ expoairill 
fall to their fliarev And as they had 
been cairefufly taught not ta expeA ubin- 
terrupted happinefs-, wlnlft on earth ^ they 
met their allotted ponion of homan- iliswitk 
'pious t^ghatio» aftd viplw>»fl fortitude^ * 

Mf. and Mrs. Hanwhon fekewife cofi- 
tinued for many years to pay freqiienf 
viiks to their chafrmiag rdati^n at the 
Grove. The uncfe- of Olivia piirchafed 
an eflatc as near her as he could ; and be- 
came the ufeftil and refpe(^able country 
gentleman • On his immenfe fortune be- 
ing difcovered by the public, heJ was 
carneftiy foHcited by fome gchrfemen td 
ofFer himfelf a candidate jR>r the borough 
of **«*'; but he refolutdy declined it, 

■ - ' ' ' declaring 
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declaring he had too much the fpirit of a 
free-bom Englilhman to facrifice eitlier 
his principles or his time, in order to be 
flattered into difappointn;ient by the at-? 
tempt,, or bribed out of iiis honeily . if 
fuccefsfiil-: faid, that to be in favour with 
the great a man mufl conceal his own 
good qualities, or flatter their bad ones ; 
and he would do neither. , . 

Time he thought his gre^teft tceafure ; 
and though his fortune was- continually 
increafing on the departure of every 
week, he confid^rQd.hinjJfelfas. on&.who 
was growing poorer; and he wilhed that^ 
iiecefljty migbt* never compel any one 
morejthan it did him, to. forfeit either that 
or their honefty to their ambition or ncy 
ceflity*. .:^ ^ .^^ 

Auguftus Hamilton, rendered, by na.- 
ture gay, by diiSp^tion thoughtlefs, and 
by pepfperity; vain; and unguarded, was 
for. fome years a carelefs, roving, but 
never an unkind hufband.. .The gentle 
Emily was too foon conyinced of his in? 
coaftancy, to fxnd that felicity in the mar- 
ried 
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ried life which fhe had flattered herfelf 
enjoying with the dear objedt of her 
fond alSedlion : — ^filently and patiently fhe 
fubmitted to this feverefl trial of the heart. 
She wept in fecret for the deviation which 
her beloved Auguflus made from prudence 
and afFeftion ; but flie relied on himfelf 
alone for a return to thofe virtues which 
his own heart (he knew reproached him 
for having negleded. Time, aided by 
rcfiedion, the amiable condud of his 
Emily, and the intereiling example of 
Lard Davenport, efFefted a reformation 
before that dangerous period artived^ when 
the lofs of health, friends, and fortune 
rendered his peace and happinefs irre* 
coverable. 

Mr, and Mrs, Beevor were ever re* 
fpeftfuUy and tenderly attached to Lord 
and Lady Davenport, by whom they were 
equally beloved and efleemed ;. and witli 
them they long continued to. fpend the 
greatefl part of their time, whenever their 
noble friejjdi were: in die: country. 

Lord 
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Lord and Lady Davenport lived mznyr 
years a bright and fliinm^ example to 
the world. The happmefs they derived 
from the practice of virtue,, rendered it 
permanent and fecure. . They expeAed 
to meet wi di feme trials, even in the midft 
of felidty, and by that means were guard- 
ed againfl the attacks they had to en- 
counter. 

Lady ' Davenport, unable to fupport 
the abfence of her affedtionate hufband, 
generally accompanied" him to London 
during the meetings of parliament ; and' 
very {oon loft' that timid reluftabce which 
at firft made her avcrfe ta^ entering, iitto* 
the buftling fcenes of public life.. , 

But it was neither in the power of ne- 
ceffity or cuftom, to render a life of difli- 
pat i5irii0c?e(Bii^ toiler l^pirieis.' Amidft 
the alluring fplendors of a court, ftie pre- 
ferred the mcore "calm delights of retire- 
mtiit ; yfet never ravarmured at leaving her 
favourite retreat to attend her Lord, when 
the welfare of his country: demanded his 
* attendance* 
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•attendance. She continued to. increafe 
her aftive benevoknce, by adding to the 
number of thofe perfons (he had before 
her fecond marriage fo comfortably pro- 
vided for. His Lordfhip: afliffced her in 
regulating her plans^ and putting every 
thing in fuch nice order reipedting her 
eftablifhments ; that, fo far from finding 
any trouble, from fuperintending them, 
they only fervcd to increafe her fatif- 
faction. 

Mr. Maynard, at his death, left the 
whole of his immenfe fortune to his 
grand-daughter Olivia ; and requeftcd in 
his will, that Lord Davenport would re- 
ferve his own for the children which he 
had by his pr<ifent Lady, of whom he be- 
came very fond, for the tender attention 
to the Iktle daifling his Fanny had left 
him. 

Lord Davenport ever continued the 
"bell of huibands and of men. His fond- 
nefs and unremitting attention to his ami- 
-able and beloved Olivia, ended not bi 1 

witl: 
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with his life. When time had robbed her 
of thofe outward charms by which fo 
many are alone enlUvccJjf the fond loyer 
was never loft in the forgetful hufband. 
He was not more a captive to her youth- 
ful beauties in the beginning of life, than 
he was the admirer of her virtues at its 
peaceful and regretted conclulion. 



THE END. 
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